St Patrick’s College Gympie; St Patrick’s Parish, Gympie

School Community/Parish interaction

Parish Council: 
There has always at least one staff member of the Parish Council since its inception. Students are and have been members of the Parish Council - not at every election but when the right student comes along.
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Liturgy: 
The APRE is involved in all of the celebrations of the Liturgical Year, from planning to decorating to training students for participation. The college frequently resources Liturgical celebrations of the Parish.
The College community provides and leads liturgical celebrations for the community such as Ash Wednesday, celebrating the Easter Triduum and Christmas.

The current Principal travels to outlying centres of the Parish to lead local communities in Liturgies of the Word and Communion on Sundays.
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The college music director is on the Liturgy Committee and plans the music for a 'season' at a time. She trains the college choir for key liturgical celebrations such as Easter and Sacramental celebrations.
The college provides music for Mass of the Oils for the Deanery.
Students and staff are on the regular parish roster for all of the ministries - reading, welcoming, communion, music and altar serving.
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Students help with technology if and when that is needed - sometimes for funerals if the family want it and don't have the equipment and skills.
Students provide liturgies for some one-off occasions such as ecumenical services.
The college puts on a Christmas play for the 6.00 o'clock mass on Christmas Eve.
· Social Outreach:
Year 11 students go to St. Vincent de Paul meetings and service activities as part of the College Program for Christian Service.
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The college strongly supports Archdiocesan Programs such as Social Justice Days organised by ACU and Youth Formation programs run by Parish Youth Ministries.
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· Youth Groups

Teachers have run Youth Group for many years, as is required.
· Parish Formation and Gatherings

The college provides facilities for most of the inservices or retreats that are organised by the parish.
For further details ind information, contact Robyn Murphy, APRE, or Liz Last, campus Minister, at St Patrick’s College Gympie.
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