[image: image1.png]




Communication

For first day of Term II with Year 9 Kairos staff esp’y key members
What general staff are responsible for over two days.

What key staff members are doing.

Roles such as food, footies, transport, lunch supervision.

Marking of roles and completion of booklets for both days checked by each teacher with class.

Staff morning teas at venues – who?
For first week of Term III 2007 please Karen
Year 9 Kairos

Parents are reminded that the Year 9 Kairos and Year 9 Religion excursion are scheduled for Week 2 of Term 3.  Parents can expect a note about this in the first week back with all the relevant details about this most engaging two day experience.  Again this year, two days are being used to minimize disruption at school and maximize the faith and educational experience.  As well as some Year 9 HC and Rel staff contributing to this, students will also learn from 
· Carmelites Sisters at Ormiston; Orthodox Priest in the Greek tradition at South Brisbane on historical and cultural aspects of the church in history and their contemporary nature and practice.
· experts in the dignity of human sexuality from Centacare and the AIDS Quilt project.  

Newsletter insert after 9 Kairos

Year 9 Kairos and Religion Excursion

All Year 9 students participated in an extended and highly engaging Kairos experience and Religion excursion over two days last week.  The Kairos experience at Runcorn was based on the themes of ‘affirming our giftedness, including our sexuality and exploring potential for good and evil’.  Boys were introduced to the world wide AIDS quilt, a Centacare guest presenter and Pauline theology experienced through team building games.  Parents are encouraged to quiz your sons about what impressed them from this day and from the second day of the Religion excursion where they visited the enclosed Carmelite Sisters at Ormiston and the Greek Orthodox Church at South Brisbane.  Both of these visits extended students appreciation of the Term II Religion unit on how devotees express their beliefs through life style.  Monastic life and the schisms in the Church allowed an in-depth exploration of these historical themes. 
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	St Laurence’s College

facere et docere

Kairos program – Year 9 2007


Rationale
Because students at this age, characterised by great personal changes, are so less self-assured, so emotionally and spiritually vulnerable, it is thought salutary to genuinely affirm their giftedness and encourage them to explore their potential, especially their principles of living beyond pagan limitations to discover further the freedom of the Gospel.

Rather than have students experience Kairos for one day then be supervised for the next, it was thought to be far more effective to offer two days of Kairos and Connection experiences.  Students would go to the Runcorn venues then institutions associated with their Religion unit on of Christian culture including the history of the Church for the two days.  It is suggested they visit the enclosed Carmelite Monastery at Ormiston as one feature and the Greek Orthodox church down the road as the other.  This picks up on our church history and culture of monastic life and on healing and building after church divisiveness of the schisms.  A focus and orientation would start each day and there would also be a simple synthesizing prayer to conclude each day.
For all sessions there should be quality input and opportunity for relevant engaging student responses eg physically with moving around, possible experiential games, artistically with banner, verbally, written, symbolically and with meals.

This experience would strive to avoid the superficial, the trite, the hackneyed and seek to engage students and further resource staff members to name some existential realities for students and encourage them to take up the difficult Gospel challenge to transcend, to move beyond these realities to build a better world internally and with one another and creation.  Hence, the use of pseudo-psycho-social questionnaires and ice-breakers are to be avoided for a richer experience of the sacred within and among one another.  It would be particularly good to offer the option of contemplation – for those genuinely willing to engage with this.
Outline of Sessions

Session 1:
Healing Humanity – the AIDS Quilt
 
 [See matrix of sessions for venues, timing, personnel, resources]

Logistics

Use one quarter group = 60.  College staff to be present and supervise.
Context

The AIDS Quilt project is one of the most poignant expressions of the dignity of humans and the capacity for healing and sharing by persons involved in the project.  Participants viewing the panels within ‘blocks’ are frequently deeply moved by what they observe and by the ritual of unfolding, contemplating and refolding.  Naming this as deeply human and further as sacred is imperative for the educative and faith dimensions of this Kairos session.
Process: 

Session outline to include:
· Prepare some appropriate Biblical excerpts and references printed for students to be present to when contemplating the quilt Isaiah 49 ‘palm of my hand’ or Jesus and Bartimaeus or other healing or page with series of these.  Would be worthwhile to have each of these readings proclaimed aloud then 30sec – 1 min silence after each before unfolding quilts.

· Susan and Helen with helpers in white [all have Blue Cards] to ritualize the unfolding of the quilt [say three or four panels depending on available floor space] then 15 – 30 min to contemplate with background music
· While blocks are still unfolded, students sit then complete a work-sheet that includes 

· some key data about the quilt project eg reason for, who, how many etc etc. and [allow for simple one or few word answers; worksheet to contain all relevant info.]

· blank lines to express what they find most poignant about the panels or project such that they would tell someone else eg parents about this.

· ritualizing the re-folding of the quilt to finish

Session 2:
Celebrating Sexuality


 [See matrix of sessions for venues, timing, personnel, resources]

Logistics

Use one quarter group = 60. College staff to be present and supervise.

Context

The gift of our emerging sexuality is a significant issue at this time of development for early teen boys.  This session is to cover masculine and feminine physiology and social roles as well as life-giving and life-diminishing attitudes and behaviours and their possible consequences.  

The opportunity for extensive questioning via the mode of writing questions down on a quarter sheet of A4 to maintain anonymity is to be offered.  ***Staff would determine the appropriateness of written questions for the group and respond accordingly.

Process
· Input from Ms Mason
· Questions written by students and collected by staff in a container for Ms Mason to respond to.

Conclusion
Staff member to emphasize essential Gospel message of our sexuality as a gift to be used for good rather than for indulgence and potentially life inhibiting experiences.

Session 3 – Virtue, vice and St Paul:


‘Talents beyond tackling; loathing beyond looks’
 

Logistics

May begin with group = 55 but break into smaller for activities as needed.  College staff to be present, supervise and assist with activities.  This section has three parts covering virtues, then vice then has a fun, concluding activity.
Context



[For staff: A need to meet with key staff input members presenting the major sessions to ensure they understand how the quite simple input is to connect with students’ life experience eg Session on vice to spend some time of ensuring students understand why some of these are  sins’’.  Is finding girls attractive and sexy an example of lust; is it a sin to be ‘proud’ of achievements; is revenge acceptable or not; how does greed or sloth diminish us?  All about hurting another or not recognising the spiritual component of persons ie I am my body only.]

Beyond natural ability and attributes [eg tackling ability at footy, good looks, witty in conversation], what is it that we find most admirable in other persons?  
And beyond our own jealousies of another’s abilities or attributes [eg ability to tackle well at footy or have good looks or witty conversation] what is it that we find most detestable or loathesome in someone else?  

Part A Process Virtues - Consider how well we consider human qualities of kindness, generosity, courage.  These are at the heart of humans and are known as virtues. St Paul in his letters gives a few lists of these virtues.  And they are generally not easy things to practice.  It is because they are difficult to do that many persons don’t practise them.  And when someone does, most of us find that quality attractive, admirable, worthy of striving to do in our own lives.  And when they do it to someone that they or everyone else does not even like, it is even more impressive.  That is, it’s easy enough to be understanding and even forgiving to our mates but even non-Christians do that.  
· So what are the virtues?

· Are they worth pursuing even though they are difficult to practice?

· How do they help us grow? 


Use hand-out How’s your love life? to explore the meaning of one of St Paul’s list of virtues from 1 Cor 13:4-9. [Could also use Fruits of the Spirit from Galatians 5.].  [20 min.]
Part B Process Vices 
Consider sinfulness or vice from St Paul.  In what ways do we fail to develop as Christian persons?  It is often perhaps because we do not consider our response to challenging situations that we react immediately and so fail to choose a more mature, more admirable, more human response. For example:

· It is easy to simply lash out at someone who slights us.  

· It is easy to speak badly of someone who is absent.  

But are we better and more admired persons for doing this?  It is the practice and habit of these reactions that leads to sinfulness and vice and our failure to grow and engage people.  [We are not naturally cruel, wanting to hurt, selfish – but we can easily revert to this for lots of reasons and we need to grow beyond this.]

Process:
Use of Covey tape 1 on stimulus/response plus hand-out to clarify what is meant by Victor Frankl’s discovery of the last human freedom – the freedom to choose my response by choosing to put a gap between stimulus and response.  View and apply to own life struggles with a person who irritates me.

Present on hand-out one or more lists of vices or sins from St Paul and determine the meaning of each.  Under each list provide a description or definition or even a very brief scenario to help students understand each one.  Note how each one is considered hurtful, destructive, a sin. 

In smaller groups of say 4, have students use the ‘Effects Wheel’ hand-out on various vices – students or teacher to select.

[May need to explain the seven Gifts of the Spirit if using this in prayer session]

Part C Conclusion
One way forward to help us get better at building our capacity for virtue is to work together on something with others we don’t know or like to achieve something together.  To do this, we must at least, be willing to participate and include.  Introduce 


Solomon’s grid game [See directions for use and work-sheet under Kairos general section and resource].  At the end, students be given the hand-out of symbols and symbolic actions of the game and be invited to link up these with the descriptor.  In this way, students better understand the lessons of the game.  



Students may also be lead [unobstrusively and without ‘pointing the finger’ at another person] to determine to what extent they practiced the various virtues in playing the game.

Theological grounding Pp 68, 70 on vice and 74, 75 on virtue from Clancy text – incl in kit
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Dear Students

Kindly indicate how helpful you found each of the six sessions, the prayer, and logistics.  Note this is not asking if you liked these.  
Please select one or more from: Excellent, moving, inspiring, interesting, fulfilling, curious, helpful, not relevant, improve by . . .,  

With thanks

SLC Kairos staff

	Experience items
	Evaluation

	
	

	· Human sexuality – Centacare with Ms Mason [Hall]
	

	· St Paul virtue & vice Mr Tome & Samios [Pavillion]
	

	· Human sexuality – AIDS Quilt, contemplation and notes.
	

	· Prayer with Bro Denis before and after Kairos
	

	· Logistic details eg letters to parents, roll call, lunch
	

	· Carmelite Monastery and presenter
	

	· Orthodox Church [Greek] and presenter
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Wednesday 18 July and Thursday, 19 July 2007
NAME _________________________

TEACHER [today]    ____________________


Celebrating the sacred
· Gathering prayer and orientation – Bro Denis, Mr Samios
· Session 1 AIDS Quilt – healing our humanity; contemplation

· Session 2 Dignity of Human Sexuality – Centacare staff

· Session 3 St Paul on virtue and vice; live a good life!
· Closure and prayer – Bro Denis

Staffing, dates and venues for 9 Kairos 2007

	 Year 9 House groups 

	Wednesday, 18 July Excursion
	Thursday, 19July Kairos

	1.
	Anne Browning
	
	Anthony Samios

	2.
	Karel Bos
	
	Michael Tome

	3.
	Mat Levander
	
	Mat Levander

	4.
	Dan Bynon
	
	Peter Kirby 

	5.
	Michael Singh
	
	Dan Bynon

	6.
	Paul Towler
	
	Chris Lea

	Year 9 House groups

	Wednesday, 18 July Kairos
	Thursday, 19 July Excursion

	1.
	Anthony Samios
	
	Karel Bos

	2.
	Michael Tome
	
	Phil Argyris

	3.
	Peter Kirby
	
	Roxanne Easey

	4.
	Phil Argyris
	
	Ray Gillett

	5.
	Roxanne Easey
	
	Michael Singh

	6.
	Ray Gillett, Chris Lea
	
	[Paul Towler]


Wednesday, 18 July
	
	Groups N, R, S, W

	  8.50
	Depart SLC

	  9.45 – 11.00
	Carmelite Monastery: PP presentation, contemplation

	 11.45 - 12.30
	Orthodox Church – Greek tradition: Input, observe, prayer

	   1.15 -   2.50
	Film: The Name of the Rose [one edited scene]


	
	Groups C, D
	Groups H, K

	  9.00 –   9.10
	Roll call, orientation and prayer [whole group]

	  9.15 – 10.30
	Intro; Human sexuality – C/care [Hall]
	Intro then AIDS Quilt

	11.00 – 12.15
	St Paul virtue & vice [Pavillion]
	Human sexuality – Centacare [Hall]

	  1.00 -   2.15
	Human sexuality – AIDS Quilt
	St Paul virtue & vice [Hall]

	  2.30 – 2.45
	Roll call and closure prayer [whole group]


Thursday,19 July

	
	Groups N, R
	Groups S, W

	  9.00 –   9.10
	Roll call, orientation and prayer [whole group]

	  9.15 – 10.30
	Intro; Human sexuality – C/care [Hall]
	Intro then AIDS Quilt

	11.00 – 12.15
	St Paul virtue & vice [Pavillion]
	Human sexuality – Centacare [Hall]

	  1.00 -   2.15
	Human sexuality – AIDS Quilt
	St Paul virtue & vice [Hall]

	  2.30 – 2.45
	Roll call and closure prayer [whole group]


	
	Groups C, D, H, K

	  8.50
	Depart SLC

	  9.45 – 11.00
	Carmelite Monastery: PP presentation, contemplation

	 11.45 - 12.30
	Orthodox Church – Greek tradition: Input, observe, prayer

	   1.15 -   2.50
	Film: The Name of the Rose [one edited scene]


Session 1:
Healing Humanity – the AIDS Quilt
    Mr Matthew Sealey, Mr Chris Lea
Process: 



· Students to gather around the perimeter of the room on seats.  The three or four Quilts are folded along the middle of the room.  Biblical excerpts and references are proclaimed.

.


.

· Matthew with helpers ritualize the unfolding of the quilt.  Students given 15 – 30 min to contemplate.  [Silence not required] 

· While blocks are still unfolded, students complete work-sheet below 

· Matthew and helpers ritualize the re-folding of the quilt to conclude
About the AIDS Memorial Quilt
1. The proper name of this project worldwide is the ………….. Quilt project.  The Australian web site of this is www.aidsquilt.org.au.  
2. The Quilt project consists of numbered Blocks; we have numbers 61, 75, 106 and …… which are all based in Melbourne.
3. An individual block is made up of numerous ………………….

4. ………………. is a worldwide problem that knows no territorial or cultural borders. It is a disease that can be only fought globally with global understanding.

5. "The Quilt Project", has four general aims:

· To provide a positive and creative means of expression for those whose …………………. have been touched by the epidemic.

· To illustrate the impact of the AIDS epidemic by showing the humanity behind the statistics.

· To encourage support for people with AIDS and their loved ………………. 

· To promote a compassionate and educational dialogue, to reduce HIV/AIDS related discrimination and to provide support for preventative education. 

6. These aims are encapsulated in a simple but challenging motto:" See it and ………………".
7. Data and statistics about the origins of the Quilt worldwide include 


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Data about the Quilt in Australia include …………………………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9. Write what it is that you find most poignant [moving] about the Quilt or an individual panel.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10. ‘While the Quilt began as a memorial, it has become one of the nations most valuable resources for promoting a compassionate and educational dialogue about AIDS. Its non threatening nature allows people from all walks of life to learn about the AIDS epidemic from its human side. Its artistic and creative approach enables accessibility to all.’  

To what extent would you consider viewing the quilt, a deeply humanizing experience for your parents?



……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Session 2:
Celebrating Sexuality


Ms Jennifer Mason [Centacare]

[Staff member or presenter to emphasize essential Gospel message of our sexuality as a gift to be used for good rather than for indulgence and potentially life inhibiting experiences.]
Session 3 – Virtue, vice and St Paul:




‘Talents beyond tackling; loathing beyond looks’
Mr Tome & Team 

1. Beyond natural ability and attributes [eg tackling ability at footy, good looks, witty in conversation], what is it that we find most admirable in other persons?  
2. And beyond our own jealousies of another’s abilities or attributes [eg ability to tackle well at footy or have good looks or witty conversation] what is it that we find most detestable or loathesome in someone else?  

Part A Process Virtues - Consider how well we consider human qualities of kindness, generosity, courage.  These are at the heart of humans and are known as virtues. St Paul in his letters gives a few lists of these virtues.  And they are generally not easy things to practice.  It is because they are difficult to do that many persons don’t practise them.  And when someone does, most of us find that quality attractive, admirable, worthy of striving to do in our own lives.  And when they do it to someone that they or everyone else does not even like, it is even more impressive.  That is, it’s easy enough to be understanding and even forgiving to our mates but even non-Christians do that.  

· So what are the virtues?

· Are they worth pursuing even though they are difficult to practice?

· How do they help us grow? 


Use hand-out How’s your love life? to explore the meaning of one of St Paul’s list of virtues from 1 Cor 13:4-9.].  [20 min.]

Part B Process Vices 
Consider sinfulness or vice from St Paul.  In what ways do we fail to develop as Christian persons?  It is often perhaps because we do not consider our response to challenging situations that we react immediately and so fail to choose a more mature, more admirable, more human response. For example:

· It is easy to simply lash out at someone who slights us.  

· It is easy to speak badly of someone who is absent.  

But are we better and more admired persons for doing this?  It is the practice and habit of these reactions that leads to sinfulness and vice and our failure to grow and engage people.  [We are not naturally cruel, wanting to hurt, selfish – but we can easily revert to this for lots of reasons and we need to grow beyond this.]

Process:
Use of Covey tape 1 on stimulus/response plus hand-out to clarify what is meant by Victor Frankl’s discovery of the last human freedom – the freedom to choose my response by choosing to put a gap between stimulus and response.  View and apply to own life struggles with a person who irritates me.

Present on hand-out one or more lists of vices or sins from St Paul and determine the meaning of each.  Under each list provide a description or definition or even a very brief scenario to help students understand each one.  Note how each one is considered hurtful, destructive, a sin. 

In smaller groups of say 4, have students use the ‘Effects Wheel’ hand-out on various vices – students or teacher to select.

[May need to explain the seven Gifts of the Spirit if using this in prayer session]

Part C Conclusion
One way forward to help us get better at building our capacity for virtue is to work together on something with others we don’t know or like to achieve something together.  To do this, we must at least, be willing to participate and include.  Introduce 



Solomon’s grid game [See directions for use and work-sheet under Kairos general section and resource].  At the end, students be given the hand-out of symbols and symbolic actions of the game and be invited to link up these with the descriptor.  In this way, students better understand the lessons of the game.  



Students may also be lead [unobstrusively and without ‘pointing the finger’ at another person] to determine to what extent they practiced the various virtues in playing the game.

Theological grounding Pp 68, 70 on vice and 74, 75 on virtue from Clancy text – incl in kit
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And so the Lord answers,


“Can a woman forget her own baby 


	and not love the child she bore? 


Yet, even if a mother should forget her child, 


		I will never forget you.


Oh, Jerusalem, I can never forget you! 


I have carved your name on the palms of my hands 	Isaiah 49:15-16





They came to Jericho, and as Jesus was leaving with his disciples and a large crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus was sitting by the road. 


When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, 


	“Jesus! Son of David! Have pity on me!”


Many of the people scolded him and told him to be quiet. 


But he shouted even more loudly, 


	“Son of David, have pity on me!”


Jesus stopped and said, “Call him”.


So they called the blind man. “Cheer up!” they said. “Get up, he is calling you.”


So he threw off his cloak jumped up, and came to Jesus. 





“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.


	“Teacher,” the blind man answered, “I want to see again”.


“Go,” Jesus told him, “your faith has made you well.”


At once, he was able to see and followed Jesus on the road. 	Mark 10:46-52
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