Use restorative justice processes to develop a Christian culture of forgiveness and reconciliation.
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Has your school developed helpful ways to promote reconciliation (e.g. conflict resolution workshops for students)?

St Augustine’s Springfield can be described as a school where positive, constructive relationships are valued and are regarded as central to the life of the school.

During this year, after much consideration in regard to behavioral management issues, a ‘Pastoral Centre’ was established at the school ; the philosophy behind this aims to achieve positive, harmonious relationships between staff and students; the emphasis is not on punishment but rather on a  counseling type paradigm. In the eyes of staff it has been successful and generally some positive outcomes have been achieved in terms of challenging students on their behavior. There is still a perception, however, by some students that it is a form of punishment, which is a misconception we are attempting to rectify.

Another type of conflict resolution used is a mediation type process where teachers and students meet and discuss issues in the presence of a member of the administration. This has proved effective where issues are based more on relational aspects rather than purely disciplinary issues.

In relation to conflict between members of staff a mediation process operates, where significant differences are evident, in which one of the Heads of School works with staff in conflict to positive outcomes. This is a process which is very positively viewed by staff.

As the College grows from a once small community to a population of about 1200 students at the beginning of 2008, we realize that this will have an inevitable impact on the nature of relationships within the College. As a school based on an Augustinian tradition, we understand that creative and authentic ways to promote harmony and reconciliation are integral to our vision of a Catholic school community.
