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Class Prayer Ritual for Social Justice

Objective: To remember the Jesus call to treat all people equally and with dignity, to care for the earth and to share the world’s resource with everyone.

Before the liturgy:

Reflective music is played while the liturgical cloth (suggest purple) is places in the prayer space with a bible opened to Luke 4:16-19, a globe or map (of your community/Australia/World) put on the cloth also a candle is placed and lit.

WE GATHER

Bring students to a quietness and stillness by using: instrumental music, appropriate song, bells or a rain stick.

[30 seconds in silence]

Leader:  We gather in the name of our God to reflect on our place in our world. 

I invite [name] to come forward and light the [school/class ] candle .

Voice 1:
Jesus opened the eyes of the blind:

All:

Open our eyes to see all humanity.

Voice 2:
Jesus who healed the deaf:

All:

Make us hear your Spirit’s call to new lives of justice and mercy.

Voice 3:
Jesus who was friend of the poor:

All:

Help us to make a difference in the lives of the poor wherever they are.

Voice 4:
Jesus who leads us into lives of selfishness and compassion:

All:

Help us to lead our nation into new ways of global citizenship.

Voice 5:
For the kingdom to come we pray:

All:

Come Lord Jesus, Come!

WE LISTEN

Leader: Let us listen to the word of God from Luke Chapter 4 V16-19.

[5 seconds silence]

Voice 1: The Spirit of God is upon me, because God has anointed me to bring good news to the port. God has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.

[5 seconds silence}

WE RESPOND

Leader: Time for some quiet thinking about our lives

Voice 2:  Jesus reached out to the poor and lonely, the outcast, the sick, and the forgotten.  Where are the lonely, outcast, sick, forgotten people in our community?

[5 seconds silence]

How could we reach out to these people?

[10 seconds silence]

Voice 3:  Jesus welcomes and loved everybody equally.

[5 seconds silence]

How can we do this?

[10 seconds silence]

Voice 4: Jesus showed us God’s desire for all people to live with dignity, freedom and peace.

[5 seconds silence]

How can we do this?

[10 seconds silence]

Leader:

Write a goal claiming how and where you could offer your time and talents in your community (home/school). Place this around the globe/on the map at the prayer space.

[SILENCE DURING THIS PROCESS]
WE GO
Voice 5:  Repeat after me

Justice God

Guide us with courage, strength and confidence

So that we can see what is ultimately good and true

May your love sear into our hearts restlessness for justice and peace

And May your voice speak to us in dreams of justice to build the Kingdom.

Amen.

Sing: For example “Who Will Speak”  by Marty Haugen or another relevant See the Brisbane Catholic Education Music Index for appropriate ideas:

http://web.mac.com/bcecmultimedia/multimedia/Blog/Entries/2008/11/21_________Children’s_Religious_Music_Index.html
Sing of the Cross 
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