Towards Service-Learning.
The first thing to do when planning service-learning is to understand your group of students – what does the data tell you about them?  Then identify the overall outcomes you want to achieve for them.  Next, identify the “starting point” from which a service-learning program could be developed, for example:
· a global issue identified in one or more subjects that the school wants students to investigate
· students’ interests – e.g. TTT project ideas developed by students 
· an issue with which the school community is concerned 
· existing community engagement activities - Anzac Day

· extending existing links with community organizations - Aged Care Facility 

· existing events – the Annual Art Show. 
	Overall - what do we want to achieve for our students, through service-learning?
	Specific objectives that can be measured:


	What will be our starting point?

	


Move the starting point towards service-learning 
by carefully considering each of the following questions.
	What academic outcomes could be achieved in my subject?

	

	What other learning outcomes could be achieved (changes in values and attitudes, community, career, interpersonal, learning to be a learner etc.)?
	

	What are the service outcomes (achievable and meaningful to the students and  community being served)? 

	

	How can I ensure that the project is of sufficient duration and intensity to achieve specified outcomes?
	

	What community partnerships could be established and sustained?
	

	What initial stimulus material/ideas would engage students and how might discussions develop?
	

	How could student direction be developed (students solve problems, make decisions, test hypothesis)?
	

	How could continuous reflection be included (written, oral and non-linguistic)?

	

	How would the progress of the project be monitored?

	

	How will mutual respect and  understanding of diversity be promoted?
	

	How would the impact of the project be demonstrated and celebrated?

	

	How will the project be evaluated by each group: teachers, students, the community being served, parents?
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