The prayer box contains
A cloth

A candle

A special intentions book

Scripture card with questions on the back
Action cards

Copy of the Our Father, Glory Be and Hail Mary

‘Family Prayer’ card.

Each night a different child will take home this box and lead family prayer at home. 
The family is encouraged to write their special intentions or prayers in their class’s book.

This is an opportunity for families to pray together and share time as a family.
Family Prayer

We Gather

· Create a sacred space by placing the cloth down and lighting the candle.

· Sit in a circle around the space.

· Make the sign of the cross

· Take time to pause and be silent so that God can be with us.
We Share

· Go around the circle, having everyone speak of one good thing that happened today

· Say thank you to God as a family for all the good things that have happened. 

We Listen

· The person leading prayer chooses a scripture card to read.

· Scripture is read out aloud by the leader.

We Respond

· Discuss the 2 questions at the bottom of the scripture. 

· Share any special intentions you might have or read the ones that have been written in the special intention book

We Take Action

· Choose an action card which is something your family will try to do over the next few days. 

Finish with an Our Father, Glory Be or Hail Mary and the sign of the cross.

Please be sure to add your contribution (a prayer, a special intention, photo and a comment, a quote from the Gospel or a song that inspires you etc) in the special intention book. Over the course of the year, this will become a collection of words and pictures that are very special to us all. 

Mark 10:13-16 (New International Version)

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark

The Little Children and Jesus 

 13People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." 16And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them

The Gospel of the Lord
What is Jesus telling us in the Gospel?

What does this mean to our family?

Luke 9:12-17 (New International Version)

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke

 12Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, "Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here." 

 13He replied, "You give them something to eat." 

   They answered, "We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd." 14(About five thousand men were there.) 

   But he said to his disciples, "Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each." 15The disciples did so, and everybody sat down. 16Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people. 17They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.

The Gospel of the Lord
What is Jesus telling us in the Gospel?

What does this mean to our family?

Matthew 5:1-12 (New International Version)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

The Beatitudes 

 1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them saying: 
 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be filled. 
 7Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
 8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God. 
 9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called sons of God. 
 10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

The Gospel of the Lord

What is Jesus telling us in the Gospel?

What does this mean to our family?

Luke 12:13-15 (New International Version)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

 13Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 

 14Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" 15Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."

The Gospel of the Lord
What is Jesus telling us in the Gospel?

What does this mean to our family?

Luke 12:29-31 (New International Version)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

29And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.

The Gospel of the Lord

What is Jesus telling us in the Gospel?

What does this mean to our family?

Luke 10:29-37 (New International Version)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

 29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 

 30In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins[a] and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 

 36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 

 37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." 
      Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."

The Gospel of the Lord
What is Jesus telling us in the Gospel?

What does this mean to our family?

	
	Our Father, Who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy Will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen
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The
Hail
Mary 
	Hail Mary,
Full of Grace,
The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit
of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now,
and at the hour of death. 

Amen
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The
Glory
Be
	Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning,
is now,
and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen.


	Read a story together.

	Turn the T.V. off for a night and play a board game or share some stories.
	Look through your family photo albums and talk about your memories.

	Before you go to school tomorrow, say a thank you prayer for your home, family and friends.

	Have a meal together
	Tell each member of your family the thing you like most about them.

	Go for a walk together after dinner.

	Give some money to Project Compassion.
	Take a photo of your family, glue it onto some paper or cardboard and write all the special things about your family around it.

	choose a regular night for family prayer

	Go through your old clothes and donate some old ones to St Vincent dePaul
	Do something for the environment… turn off lights, recycle or re-use.


	Go to Mass

	Make a list of ways that you can make Jesus real and display it somewhere it will be noticed.
	Say 2 positive things before a negative one

	This weekend clean up the local park as a family.

	Say a morning prayer on your way to work or school
	Pick up a parish bulletin and choose something to attend or assist in. 

	Set up a special sacred space in your home.

	Find a way to help the people in need.
	Spend time together as a family doing something you all enjoy.
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Special Intention Book

In this book you are encouraged to use a page of this book to share with others those you are praying for, special thoughts, prayers, pictures etc.

You might choose to:

Add a photo of your family and some words

A quote and a drawing 

The names of those you are praying for
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