Pentecost Ritual – The Gifts of the Spirit!
INTRODUCTION:
This ritual has been designed for an upper primary or secondary class but could be modified to suit other year levels. As expected, teachers would need to do some preparation with the students in the days leading up to the celebration of the ritual. This will hopefully ensure that the students are able to be truly “present” to the ritual and participate more fully. It should also ensure that the ritual has meaning and relevance for the students.
	What the children will need to KNOW before the ritual: 

What is Pentecost? 

The Christian feast of Pentecost marks the end of the Lent, Easter, Pentecost cycle. The word “Pentecost” is the Greek word for “fifty” and is the name given to the Jewish feast of “Shavouth “which was celebrated 7 weeks after the Passover. This Jewish feast commemorated the giving of the Law to Moses on Mt Sinai.

What is the story of the first Pentecost?
 Locate and read the story of the first Pentecost from Acts 2:1-11.  

(Where and When did this story take place? Who was there? Why were they afraid? What happened? How were the friends of Jesus changed? ) 

Who is the Holy Spirit?
The Church teaches that the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, alive in the world today, dwelling with people and in people. The reading from Acts is a recount of the sending of the Holy Spirit to the disciples. God’s spirit as promised by Jesus was poured into their lives and they were changed or transformed from people of fear to people of courage. The church teaches that the Holy Spirit is constantly coming into peoples’ lives to strengthen them so that they are guided in the way of truth.   
What are the gifts of the Spirit? 
The gifts of the Spirit are first listed in Isaiah 11:2-3. Isaiah was one of the Hebrew prophets. Locate this and compare with the list of the gifts of the Holy Spirit as taught by the Church. The seven gifts of the Spirit are as follows: Wisdom, Understanding, Right Judgement, Courage, Knowledge, Awe and Wonder and Reverence. 
Organise students into learning teams to explore the seven gifts of the Spirit. Discuss how the Spirit is active in the lives of people when they live out these qualities or gifts. Discuss and respond with an example of a person, an event or an action that depicts the specific gift of the Spirit. Groups choose a box to wrap and label with the specific gift. Prepare and place words, phrases, names of people who use the particular gift, illustrations, symbols etc into the box and wrap with coloured ribbon.
What are the actions and symbols used in the Sacrament of Confirmation? 
Revisit with the students the significance of this sacrament and explore the calling by name, the renewal of Baptismal promises, the anointing with oil and the laying on of hands.
What the teacher will need to DO  before the ritual?
· Choose suitable songs or music for the ritual. 
· Gather resources as in red/orange  material to drape the sacred space, red candle, the bible etc

· Decide on where this ritual will take place and how the students will be arranged. 

· Prepare students for active participation and allocate responsibilities.

· Have 7 different boxes; if possible a variety of colours, shapes and   size. (Crazy Clarks would be a good place to buy these.)

· Multi coloured Post Its

· Bookmarks with the words of Calling of the Holy Spirit prayer ( This prayer is used by the Bishop/priest at Confirmation. When praying this prayer, the Bishop/priest extends his hands over the whole group being confirmed.)




WE GATHER:

Gather students around the sacred space and bring them to a quietness.

Play some reflective music. 
Light the red candle. 

Leader: Sign of the Cross

Leader: The Lord be with you

All: And also with you

God of Light, send your Spirit into our lives and strengthen us to face the challenges we meet. We ask this through Christ our Lord 
Amen

Sing “Seven Gifts of the Spirit” - Peter Kearney- “Growing in God” album

As the song is sung and the gifts are named, 7 students will place the specific box in the Sacred Space.

WE LISTEN and RESPOND:
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians:3:16-17,20-21
Brothers and sisters:

I pray that God’s Spirit will make you become strong followers and that Christ will live in your hearts because of your faith. 

I pray that Christ Jesus and the Church will forever bring praise to God.

The Spirit’s power at work in us can do far more than we dare ask or imagine. Amen.
The word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God
 Response:

Leader: 
As a response to this reading, let us reflect on how the Spirit can be a power in our lives. 
Look at the names of the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
Choose a gift that you would like to use so that you can be a Spirit filled person. Think about this and when you are ready write the name of this gift on the coloured post it that you have. 
Play reflective music while the students think and write. 
Call each one by name and invite them to place their gift in the sacred space.

WE PRAY:
Calling on the Holy Spirit
Ensure that each student has access to the words of this prayer.
All Powerful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

by water and the Holy Spirit

you freed your sons and daughters from sin

and gave them new life.

Send your Holy Spirit upon them

to be their helper and guide.

Give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of right judgement and courage,

the spirit of knowledge and reverence. 

Fill them with the spirit of wonder and awe in your presence.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen

WE GO FORTH:

Leader: 

May the Spirit of Wisdom inform our thoughts. 
May the Spirit of God give us the peace of Jesus.

Let us offer each other the sign of Christ’s peace.
Students exchange the sign of peace.
Sing “Celebrating in the Spirit” – John Burland; John Jacobs –“As One Voice for Kids 4”.
