Mothers Day Prayer Ritual
Sacred Space

The Paschal Candle is lit in the centre of the prayer space with 3 candles on a table in front of the stand.

In front of these are woven and embroidered pieces of cloth with some parts dull and frayed and other parts vibrant and new.  
4 baskets with a large variety of threads are also placed to the edge of the cloths.


We Gather:
Welcome to this celebration of thanksgiving and blessing of Motherhood and the loving nurturing spirit of all women.  
We gather as women who are givers of life. 

We gather as single women, 

All:
We are women, we are givers of life.

… as women who are preparing for birth, 

All:
We are women, we are givers of life.

… as women who are mothering children, 

All:
We are women, we are givers of life.

… as women who are grandmothers 
All:
We are women, we are givers of life.

… as women who are becoming mothers to our own mothers.

 
All:
We are women, we are givers of life.

Gathering Song  “Gather Us O God” on “A Special Collection from Monica Brown”  Track 10

The Image of the Weaving

Mothers play a significant role in the lives of their children and families.  Be they living or dead, present or absent, a mother profoundly shapes the life of her children and who their children become.  

Let us remember the mothers from our community who are no longer with us.  We light this candle in their memory. 
We give thanks for all mothers and grandmothers who have gone before us in faith. N……. 

N….. comes forward to light the candle from the Paschal Candle.

Within your family you, as mothers, are the loving and nurturing protectors and providers.  With these qualities God weaves together the fabric of your family’s life, in all its different colours and textures, in all its changing form and flow.  


Today we celebrate each moment of our life as a thread in the weaving.  These threads come in an abundance of textures and colours….. 

· The story of our brokenness and grief dipped in the hues of dark and shadow…… Frail threads……Frayed threads…… Damaged and twisted threads…… 

· Threads radiant with light breaking forth from the shades of struggle and pain…… And with every stitch the ongoing invitation to let go to the love and understanding of the Weaver's gentle, knowing, guiding hands. 

We celebrate each thread that makes up the pattern of our life together.  In each thread there is beauty, there is variety.  

I invite you to take 2 threads from the baskets.  

(All take two of the different threads and hold it in their hands.)

Reflection Song   Play song“The Weaver” by Liam Lawton on “Light the Fire” -Track 10.

Opening Prayer

Leader:
Creating God 
you weave together the threads of our lives.
We thank you for your special gift of motherhood, 
for the miracle of our bodies and 
the mystery of our being which gives birth.
Bless all mothers, those here present, 
those who are part of our lives and
those who have gone before us into eternal life.
We ask this through Jesus our Risen Lord.

All:
Amen.

We Listen:

The Word of God  (Luke 2:16-20)

A reading from the Gospel of Luke.

So the shepherds went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.

The Gospel of the Lord.

All:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

We Respond: 

A Story about Remembering and Pondering 
Knots on a Counting Rope  by Bill Martin Jr and John Archambault 

read by n…...

Reflections by women from within or beyond the community 
N……

N…….

Personal Reflection  (an extract from Knots in the Counting Rope)
Now, Boy…
now that the story has been told again,
I will tie another knot in the counting rope.
When the rope is filled with knots, 
you will know the story by heart
and can tell it to yourself.

So that I will grow stronger, Grandfather?

Strong enough to cross the dark mountains.

I invite you to take a few moments of personal reflection to think of your own life and the women who have mothered you. 
Who are the women in your life whose love and support have helped you know and live your own story?

Tie a knot in your thread for each of these relationships of love and their stories of transformation, courage or growth.

After a few minutes of quiet reflection the Leader continues.

I invite you to hold the thread of your life in your right hand and to gently finger the knots that you have tied as you hold these women in your heart and before our God today.  With gratitude and love we remember them.

We realize that just as we have been formed and nurtured by our mothers, grandmothers, aunties, family friends, so too we share in the awesome gift of being both woman and mother to others. 

I invite you to hold the second thread, representative of all those who look to you for mothering and nurturing.  Hold all those whom you mother, form and love in your heart and before our God.  With gratitude and love we remember them.

We Pray:

Prayers of Intercession

Leader:
God who is present in grace among us,
woven within our lives,
like a strong golden thread
of transforming possibilities.


Listen to us as we pray.

Reader:
Bless and protect all mothers as we love and look after our children.  Hear us O God.

All:
Loving God, hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for children whose mothers are no longer with them, through death or separation.  May these children find comfort and healing love.  Hear us O God.

All:
Loving God, hear our prayer.

Reader:
We pray for the women in our lives who have been like a mother to us – grandmothers, stepmothers, aunties and family friends.  Hear us O God.

All:
Loving God, hear our prayer.

Reader:
Give your comfort and peace to mothers who have lost a child (PAUSE) and give your guidance and support to those who experience heartache and suffering with their children.  Hear us O God.

All:
Loving God, hear our prayer.

Reader:
May the love of mothers everywhere be an example to the world as it struggles for peace, love and unity.  Hear us O God.

All:
Loving God, hear our prayer.

Leader:
God, who listens like a mother,
hear the prayers of these mothers.
We ask this in the name of Jesus 
and with the help of Mary his mother.

All:
Amen.

Affirmation for the Journey

Leader: 
We are a cloth of diverse colours
made from many gifts and graces, 
our lives are interweaved with those whom we love.
We are each essential to the pattern,
skilled in countless tasks,
founts of unexpected and life-acquired wisdom,
sources of laughter and sharers of tears, 
keepers of peace and builders of harmony, 
nurturers of hope and women of faith.


We Go Forth:

Blessing

Leader:
As we go forth from this place, 
may the loving-kindness of God be found among us,
may Christ Jesus will be our constant companion
and the Spirit give life to the weaving. 

All:
Amen.

Invitation to morning tea 

