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Calendar of Feast Days and Events in Ordinary Time

· Days marked with this symbol have material in this Spiritual Resource

· Days marked with this symbol have material in the 2007 Ordinary Time Resource

(   Days marked with this symbol have material in the 2006 Ordinary Time Resource

	Aug 8
	Mary Mackillop



(
	Sept 29
	Michael Gabriel, Raphael, archangels ((

	Aug 10
	Lawrence
	Sept 30 
	Jerome

	Aug 11
	Clare
	Oct 1
	Teresa, of the Child Jesus

	Aug 14
	Maximilian Kolbe


((
	Oct 2
	Guardian Angels

	Aug 15
	Feast of the Assumption


((
	Oct 4
	Francis of Assisi

(

	Aug 20
	Bernard
	Oct 7
	Our Lady of the Rosary

(

	Aug 21
	Pius X
	Oct 15
	Teresa of Avila


(

	Aug 22
	Queenship of Mary


(
	Oct 17
	Ignatius of Antioch

(

	Aug 24
	Bartholomew



(
	Oct 18
	World Mission Day

	Aug 28
	Augustine of Hippo


(
	Oct 28
	Simon and Jude

	Aug 29
	Beheading of John the Baptist

(
	Nov 1
	All Saints


(((

	Aug 30
	World Refugee and Migration Day
	Nov 2
	All Souls


(

	Sept 3
	Gregory the Great


(
	Nov 4
	Charles Borromeo

	Sept 4
	Spring Ember Day


(
	Nov 10
	Leo the Great

	Sept 8
	Birth of the Virgin Mary


(
	Nov 11
	Martin of Tours, Remembrance Day

	Sept 14
	Triumph of the Cross


(
	Nov 12
	Josaphat

	Sept 15
	Our Lady of Sorrows


(
	Nov 17
	Elizabeth of Hungary

	Sept 16
	Cornelius and Cyprian


(
Launch of the Australian Bishops Social Justice Statement
	Nov 21
	Presentation of the Virgin Mary

	Sept 21
	Matthew
	Nov 22
	Christ the King

	Sept 23
	Padre Pio



(
	Nov 24
	Andrew Dũng Lac

(

	Sept 27
	Social Justice Sunday
	Nov 25
	White Ribbon Day

((


Prayers
Prayer for a loving heart

O Lord, give me a heart of compassion,

To put others’ needs before my own.

Grant me the gift of humility, I pray,

That Your grace may be sufficient for me.

For in my weakness, Your strength is made perfect,

In my dependence, Your glory is displayed.

May I receive Your strength and wisdom,

Through Your Spirit who dwells in me.

O Lord, I pray for love and understanding

For the suffering and hurt souls of this world,

That I may be Your instrument of healing,

Your hands and feet and heart to serve.

May I bring lost souls to know You,

That they may feel Your tender loving care,

As in Your arms You enfold them,

Until in heaven Your peace we share.

From The Times Book of Prayers, edited by Ruth Gledhill (London: Cassell), 1997, p.30

Let me be like a mountain

Let me be like a mountain,

Patient and strong,

And let my thoughts be like trees,

Growing upright on the steepest slopes.

Let my deeds be like fruits,

Dropping from those upright trees

Into the hands

In need of them.

Let my life flow

Like water from ice-clad rocks,

Like a brook through a stony gorge,

Like a river through a blooming valley,

Like a stream –

Slowly and safely carrying

Hours of pleasure

And hours of grief

To the ocean of eternity.

Amen.

From The Times Book of Prayers, edited by Ruth Gledhill (London: Cassell), 1997, p.31
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Bread (for the day)

Matthew 6:9–13.

Lord,

forgive us our daily bread.

Whether we have

thick, thin or medium sliced,

while others would crave a crust.

Starving eyes hunger for that

last stale slice;

their distant pleadings heard

in our excesses.

Crumbs from our tables

would satisfy their needs.

Another sandwich,

piece of toast

or empty plate?

Multiple choices

greet me this morning –

Lord,

Forgive me

My daily bread.

From The Times Book of Prayers, edited by Ruth Gledhill (London: Cassell), 1997, pp.44–45

Tapestry

Dear Lord, I praise and thank you

for the life you’ve given me,

For my home and work and leisure,

for my friends and family.

I thank you for the gifts

that you have given me to share,

I praise you for the beauty

that surrounds me everywhere.

And, though I never find this

such an easy thing to do,

I praise you for the sad times

and the difficulties, too –

For even when things happen

that I cannot understand,

I know the pattern of my life

is woven by your hand.

So help me, loving Father,

never, never to complain
If among the strands of colour

there are darker shades of pain.

I only see a few loose threads;

You see the whole design ...
So I praise you and I thank you

for the tapestry that’s mine.

From The Times Book of Prayers, edited by Ruth Gledhill (London: Cassell), 1997, p.51

Silent scream

Loving Lord,

I’m in a strange mood.

A tumble of emotions.

Out of control.

And I don’t like it.

There’s massive frustration.

And it’s growing.

I feel ‘blocked’.

Silently screaming.

Touch me with insight,

to notice the roots of my pain ...

Touch me with courage,

to be able to face into

all that has to be undergone.

Give me balance,

a sense of proportion,

and a conviction

that all, in the end,

shall be well.

Amen.

From The Times Book of Prayers, edited by Ruth Gledhill (London: Cassell), 1997, p.94

A Prayer for Today

Father, you know about all my yesterdays, the regrets, my griefs and sorrows.  Help me to look back with gratitude that you were here.

Lord Jesus, I do not know what tomorrow holds and the future is uncertain.  Help me to place myself trustfully in your hands.  Give me the courage to keep moving forwards.

Holy Spirit, show me that it is today which matters.  Whatever it brings, give me the strength to be the person you want me to be, and to live the life you want me to live.

For your name’s sake. Amen.

From The Times Book of Prayers, edited by Ruth Gledhill (London: Cassell), 1997, p.97

Our Ever-Changing World

Lord, in a world of change

We thank you for your changelessness.

In a world of doubt

We thank you for your hope.

In a world of darkness

We thank you for your light.

In a world of compromise

We thank you for your Word.

In a world of haste

We thank you for your calm.

In a world of noise

We thank you for your peace.

Grant us your peace.

Today and always. Amen.

From The Times Book of Prayers, edited by Ruth Gledhill (London: Cassell), 1997, p.99

Circle me

Circle me, Lord

With the sacrifice of your Cross

by which I am redeemed.

Circle me with the love that took you there.

Circle me always with the

Power of the Holy Spirit

Who raised you to Life

and enables me to live for you.

From The Times Book of Prayers, edited by Ruth Gledhill (London: Cassell), 1997, p.115

A brief morning prayer

Dear Loving Father, take this day

And make it yours in every way.

In all I think and say and do

Dear Saviour keep me close to You.

In those I meet help me to see

On very face a sign of Thee.

And as I work, Guide Thou my hand

That I may learn and understand.

Keep me from fear and grant me, Lord,

The gentle touch, the kindly word.

And where my thoughts and actions fail

There let Thy love and strength prevail.

From The Times Book of Prayers, edited by Ruth Gledhill (London: Cassell), 1997, pp.119–120

God’s answering machine

O Lord, I keep on trying

But you are never there.

I try to leave a word

To show you that I care.

I listen for the tones

And speak in careful measure

To ask for but a crumb

From your abundant treasure.

When you are never in

I don’t know what to say

Because you know, my Lord,

how hard it is to pray.

I struggle to begin

And hesitate to utter.

So, likely, what you get

Is just some garbled mutter.

I try to bring myself

To say some words of sorrow,

But once again I fail –

I’ll try again tomorrow.

So, Lord, leave me a message,

I don’t care what you say.

Just leave a little sign to show

You hear me when I pray.

From The Times Book of Prayers, edited by Ruth Gledhill (London: Cassell), 1997, p.120

Blessed Be These Hands

Blessed be the works of your hands,

O Holy One.

Blessed be these hands that have touched life.

Blessed be these hands that have nurtured creativity.

Blessed be these hands that have held pain.

Blessed be these hands that have embraced with passion.

Blessed be these hands that have tended gardens.

Blessed be these hands that have closed in anger.

Blessed be these hands that have planted new seeds.

Blessed be these hands that have harvested ripe fields.

Blessed be these hands that have cleaned, washed, mopped, scrubbed.

Blessed be these hands that have become knotty with age.

Blessed be these hands that are wrinkled and scarred from doing justice.

Blessed be these hands that have reached out and been received.

Blessed be these hands that hold the promise of the future.

Blessed be the works of your hands,

O Holy One.

Diann Neu in Imaging the Word, Vol 1

We remember that your church

was born in wind and fire,

not to sweep us heavenward

like a presumptuous tower,

but to guide us down

the dusty roads of this world

so that we may lift up the downcast,

heal the broken,

reconcile what is lost,

and bring peace amidst unrest.

Garth House, Litanies for All Occasions in Imaging the Word, Vol 1

(   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   

O God, you claim me as your partner, respecting me,

trusting me,

tussling with me.

Support me

As I dare to be vulnerable with you,

encourage me as I dare to take risks with you,

and together we can transform the world.

Brigid Rees in Imaging the Word

(   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   

People of God,

look about and see the faces of those

we know and love –

neighbours and friends,

sisters and brothers –

a community of kindred hearts.

People of God,

look about and see the faces

of those we hardly know –

strangers, sojourners, forgotten friends,

the ones who need an outstretched hand.

People of God,

look about you and see all the images of God assembled here.

in me, in you, in each of us,

God’s spirit shines for all to see.

People of God, come.

Let us worship together.

Ann Aspen Wilson in Imaging the Word

(   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   (   

Prayer

May the Lord bless us in our searching questions,

For this is the pathway to

Our enlightenment,

Our wisdom,

Our vision

Our way to build up the Reign of God in our midst.

May the Lord bless us in our personal gifts,

For these are God’s present to the world,

Through which we enrich, and ennoble

And guide our world into the Reign of God.

May the Lord bless us in our decisions,

 For these are the steps,

Our ‘yes’ to faith in life

And our confidence in the Reign of God.

May the Lord bless us this day and always,

Father, Son and Spirit.

Amen

Source unknown

September 4

Although they know that sleep is very important, some Christians get up a little earlier than they need to, so that they can pray. They see their relationship with God to be even more important than sleep.

Although nourishment from food is very important, some Christians delay eating for a few seconds so that they can pray, giving thanks for the food before them. It is a way of reminding themselves that their relationship with God is even more important. It is also a reminder to give thanks for all good things that have come to them.

Albert Schweitzer was a missionary doctor. In Africa he set up a hospital and a leper-colony for the very poor. Before sitting down to eat a meal, Albert Schweitzer was always heard to quote from one of the psalms of the Bible: “We thank the Lord for he is good, and his loving kindness lasts forever.”

Let’s pause to express thanks for the good things in our lives:

- for people who have given us love and friendship, encouragement and support... 

- for our talents and health, and for the opportunities that come to us...

- for the beauty that we see, and the inspiration we receive...

Albert Schweitzer died on this day in 1965.
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Praying Each Day of the Year, Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC, 1998

September 5

Mother Teresa worked with the poorest of the poor in Calcutta, India. She said that “being unwanted is the most terrible disease a human being can experience.”
On this day in 1997 she died. She wrote this about dying: “When you die, the Lord will not ask you how much you have done with your life, but how much love you have put into the doing.”

Let us pray:

God our Father,

may all of life’s experiences

lead us to grow

as people who always put love

into all that we do.

May we live in such a way

that our attitude

and words and actions

reflect to all people

their own value, dignity

and self-worth,

helping people

to feel wanted and appreciated

for who they are.

Amen.

Mother Teresa, who died today in 1997, worked with the poorest of the poor in Calcutta, in north-eastern India. She talked of what inspired her:

“What is the Good News, the Gospel?

It is that God loves you,

that God carries you

tattooed on the palms of his hands,

that even if a mother

should forget her own child,

God will not forget you.”
On this day in 1997, a 9-year old Romanian boy received a letter from Mother Teresa, posted just before her death. In that letter, Mother Teresa wrote:

“I pray for you, Patreascu,

that you may become

more and more like Jesus,

and be the sunshine of his love

to everyone.”
Let us pray:

God our Father,

for each individual

it is as though

his or her name

is written on the palm of your hand.

Lead us to grow in the faith

that your love for each person

is without limit or condition.

Inspire us to live in such a way

that the light of Christ

may shine through us,

bringing love and warmth

and happiness

to those who share our lives.

Amen.

Praying Each Day of the Year, Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC, 1998
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September 6
On this day in 1997, the funeral of Diana, the young Princess of Wales, 
was held the Westminster Abbey. The following words were sung, 
and they can be our words of commitment today:

I would be true

- for there are those who trust me.

I would be pure

- for there are those who care.

I would be strong

- for there is much to suffer,

I would be brave

- for there is much to dare.

I would be friend of all,

the foe, the friendless.

I would be giving,

and forget the gift.

I would be humble,

for I know my weakness.

I would look up,

laugh, love and live.

Praying Each Day of the Year, Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC, 1998

September 11

Let us pray:

God our Father,

we give you thanks

for the talents you have given

to mankind,

and for the blessings received

through those who use their gifts well.

We think of the beauty of the world

which you proclaimed to be good,

but we are also conscious of our misuse

of what you have given to us:

- from the ore in the ground

we fashion bullets and weapons;

- from the oil under the sea

we derive explosives;

- we damage and pollute

our own environment

for short-term gains;

- from the atoms of existence

we produce bombs of mass destruction.

Our governments spend money

in our name

maintaining “butter mountains”

and “wine lakes”,

and we subsidise farmers

to “set aside” land

so that less food is produced,

even though our brothers and sisters

die each day from hunger.

On our paper money

we print the images of famous people,

yet often do not treasure and uphold

the dignity of all who are made

in your image and likeness.

Open our hearts

to be influenced for good,

and inspire us

to touch the hearts of others.

Enable us to change

the things that contradicts your love,

and may all your people

work and grow together

as brothers and sisters,

building up your kingdom on earth.

Amen.

Praying Each Day of the Year, Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC, 1998

September 14

The early Christian theologian, Tertullian (c. 160- c.220 A.D.), mentions the practice of tracing a cross on objects and on the forehead of people: “At every step and movement, when we go in or out, when we dress or put on our shoes, at the bath, at the table, when lights are brought, when we go to bed, when we sit down – whatever it is which occupies us, we mark the forehead with the sign of the cross.”

A prayer of commitment for personal use:

Lord Jesus,

I sign my heart with the sign of the cross,

reminding myself

of your love for each person.

I ask that I may grow in faithfulness

as your friend.

I sign my lips with the sign of the cross,

that I may speak as you would speak.

I sign my hands with the sign of the cross

asking that you enable me

to do your work,

and be your hands

in our world which you love so much.

I sign my eyes with the sign of your cross

that I may really see, Lord,

and be aware

of all that is around me.

I sign my ears with the sign of your cross

that I may listen and really hear

the communication that comes to me

in different ways

- from you

and from the people

you place into my life.

I sign my shoulders, Lord, with your cross,

knowing that you call me

to carry my own cross each day

and support others

in the burdens and difficulties

that they have.

All that I do today

I set out to do

in the name of the Father

and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The practice of making the ‘Sign of the Cross’ - touching one’s forehead, chest and shoulders - certainly took place as early as the 5th Century. In the 13th Century, Pope Innocent III (1198-1216) decreed that the Sign was to be made with three fingers from forehead to chest and then from the right to the left shoulders. It was later that the whole hand was used for the Sign, and the direction changed from left to right, as is the present practice except in the Eastern Churches.

Today is the Feast of ‘The Triumph of the Cross’. It was formerly called ‘The Exaltation of the Cross’, recalling the miraculous appearance of a cross in the year 312 to the Emperor Constantine, who was told: “In this sign, conquer.” We read that 14 years later his mother, St Helen, recovered the cross on which Jesus had been crucified

Praying Each Day of the Year, Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC, 1998

October 6

The following words are from the “United Nations’ Declaration of the Rights of the Child”. We can think of our own background, and also that of young people in our country and across the world.

Children and young people have the right:

“- to affection, love and understanding;

- to adequate nutrition and medical care;

- to free education;

- to full opportunity for play and recreation;

- to a name and nationality;

- to special care, if handicapped;

- to be among the first to receive relief in times of disaster;

- to learn to be a useful member of society and to develop individual abilities;

- to be brought up in a spirit of peace and universal brotherhood. to enjoy these rights, regardless of race, colour, sex, religion, national or social origin.”

Let us pray:
[image: image13.jpg]


In my own part of the world, Lord,

I pray today and commit myself

to be loving and understanding

in all that I do,

and to be generous

in giving of myself

without expecting anything in return.

I pray and commit myself

to have an attitude of respect

for each and every person,

treating everyone

as the equals that they are.

All that I am determined to be, Lord,

I ask for the power of your Spirit

to enable me to be.

Amen.

Praying Each Day of the Year, Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC, 1998

You Care For Us

Lord, your care is for each one of us 

and you know what is deep in our hearts. 

We come to you as we are, 

placing ourselves now in your presence.
In Quietness And Stillness

I am setting out, Lord,

to spend a moment of quietness

amidst the noise and busy-ness of the day.

I will spend a moment in silence,

making myself more aware

of the noises around me

- both within this room and beyond...

The silence within me

and the gentle noises around me

remind me that as I close myself

to all that makes me

busy and pre-occupied,

I can open myself

to the quietness and gentleness

of your loving presence with me.
Here In Your Presence, Transform Us

Lord,

it was in your presence

that those who were blind

began to see.

The deaf began to hear,

the paralysed began to walk,

and those who were ill

were made whole.

Your presence and your words and your touch

transformed their lives.

We pause for a moment

to call to mind that you are with us,

loving and healing.
Becoming More Aware

We may not have noticed

so far today, Lord,

the little things in nature

or the unspoken messages

of people we have met.

Lead us to become more aware, Lord,

of all that is around us.

May we grow more conscious, too,

of your life-giving presence with us.

Becoming Like Little Children

God our Father,

your Son told his friends

that they needed to change

and become like little children.

As we gather together now,

we ask you, Father,

to lead us to grow

in our relationship with you,

that we may become

like little children,

dependent on our Father,

and always happy

in our Father’s presence.
Your Presence Enables Me

On the cross, Lord,

your dying words

were to forgive

those who had done you harm.

My own efforts alone, Lord,

are often not enough

for me to live as positively

as I know I can live.

Your presence, Lord, here and now,

and the power of your Spirit,

transform me

and enable me

to choose to live in a positive way.

And so I pause for a moment, Lord,

to remind myself

that I am in your presence.
Recognising Jesus At The Start Of The Day

Lord Jesus,

after you had died,

you stood at the water’s edge

as the sun was rising

over the Sea of Galilee.

You asked your disciples about their fishing,

but they were slow to recognise you.

Here, at the start of our day,

as we become busy,

lead us to recognise that you are present,

standing beside us.

The following versions of Psalms come from Prayer Before an Awesome God – Psalms for Teenagers by David Haas, 1998
Psalm 65

Now is the time, creator God,

to give back to you

what you have given to us.

You liberate us

from the prison of our guilt,

and we are free from our pain.

You inspire us,

and give us so much to believe in.

You keep things steady;

you still the raging storms

of fear and anger, worry and stress

that well up within us.

You keep things fresh,

alive, and new.

You continually shower

gifts and blessings

too many to count!

The fields are filled with crops.

The sun shines and rain falls.

Bright flowers dazzle!

Our hearts are filled with joy!

We can’t stop singing!
Psalm 81

Time to celebrate,

time to tell everyone about God!

Sing, dance, shout,

turn up the volume

so everyone can hear!

God has lifted all the burdens

from our back;

God keeps protecting us,

and comes rushing to our side

when we are hurting.

God wants us to remember

that we only need to reach out.

If we listen well,

God will give us the tools we need

to get us through

the mess that we find ourselves in.

But we forget to listen,

we think we can do it on our own.

Or we think that others

can save us from our troubles.

They can help,

but only God can truly

make things better for us.

God is so sad

because we don’t reach out.

God wants us to be happy,

and will free us from our troubles.

All we have to do is reach out and listen,

and God will take care of the rest.
Psalm 82

God, you are in charge of everything.

You alone decide what will happen to us.

Do your work, God,

make it clear.

Those who are lonely will find friends.

The hungry will have enough to eat.

The weak will be strong.

Those who are victims

will regain their rights

and have good things done for them.

God, you alone are the judge.

All decisions for our future are in your hands.
Psalm 112

If we love God,

if we follow God’s way,

we can know true happiness.

This God of ours

is one who only knows mercy,

compassion,

and justice.

When people experience God, 

they change,

and they begin to be loving

and fair to people.

When we trust God,

we become strong.

When we support those who are in need,

we become one with God,

and together honour will come our way.

Be warned though:

evil people despise the good,

try to harm them, but,

finally, evil tears itself apart.

Reflections

A Reflection on ‘Ordinary Time’

There is nothing “ordinary” about “Ordinary Time”.  Ordinary Time is not about common, regular, mundane, or run of the mill. Ordinary Time comes from the word “ordinal” as in “ordinal numbers”. Remember your Maths: Cardinal numbers answer “how many?” “Ordinal Numbers” tell the rank, they answer “what position?” Ordinal Numbers are first, second, third, fourth, etc. 
There are normally fifty-two weeks in a year. These are made up of the Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter Seasons. Normally that leaves thirty-four weeks of “Ordinary Time”. Those weeks start from The Baptism of the Lord up to Lent, and start again at the Day of Pentecost. 
[Complicated bit: Ordinary weeks count forward from The Baptism of the Lord. After the Day of Pentecost, however, they are checked backwards from the last week of the Church’s Year which is always the 34th week of Ordinary Time. So sometimes a week is dropped out - as in 2008. End of complicated bit.] 
The week before Lent in 2008 was the fourth week in Ordinary Time. The week following the Day of Pentecost is the sixth week in Ordinary Time. The following week (following Trinity Sunday) is the seventh week in Ordinary Time. And, lo and behold, the Sunday after that is the 8th Ordinary Sunday (actually the Sunday in the 8th week of Ordinary Time). 
[Complicated bit: the Sunday after Trinity Sunday is often celebrated as Corpus Christi. The Baptism of the Lord, the Day of Pentecost, Trinity Sunday always replace the “Ordinary Sunday”, other “bold letter” Sundays might also. Each Ordinary Sunday is limited to a particular week in the year. Eg. the 5th Ordinary Sunday is always the Sunday between 4 February and10 February, the 11th Ordinary Sunday is always the Sunday between 12 and18 June. End of complicated bit.] 
The Day of Pentecost ends the fifty day season of Easter (that’s what the Greek word “Pentecost” means!) It does not begin a “Pentecost Season”. In the Nicene canons we are forbidden to kneel on Sundays and the Bishops at the Council of Nicaea were horrified to hear of people kneeling during Pentecost – by which they meant the fifty days of what we now call the Easter Season (Council of Nicaea, Canon 20). 
May your Ordinary Time be extraordinary!

http://www.liturgy.co.nz/churchyear/ordinarytime.html
Water From the Rock
15.  We are inspired by the vision and lives of Marcellin and his first disciples as we journey to God.  While we share such a pilgrimage with many, we are conscious of our own distinctive style.  We are gifted to share in that transforming experience of being, with Mary, loved unconditionally by Jesus.  From this flow the particular characteristics of our manner of being followers of Champagnat. 
16.  Today, those of us who follow in the footsteps of Marcellin and his first disciples are seized by the same inner dynamism.  We develop a way of being, loving and doing, in the spirit of our origins.  Gradually, day by day, we deepen our experience of the loving presence of God within ourselves and in others.  This presence of God is a profound experience of being personally loved by God, and the conviction that he is close to us in our daily human experiences.
17.  Marcellin’s relationship with God, combined with knowledge of his limitations, explains his unbounded confidence in God.  The depth of this trust amazed those who worked with him, and scandalized some who judged his actions as reckless.  In his humble way, Marcellin saw God at work, and so acted with courage and commitment.  Let us not offend God, asking him very little.  The bigger is our demand, the more we will be pleasing to God.  Marcellin’s oft-expressed invocations If the Lord does not build the house and You know my God were the spontaneous expressions of this confident trust.
18.  We endeavour to develop our relationship with God so that, just as for Marcellin, it is our daily source of renewed spiritual and apostolic dynamism.  This vitality makes us daring, despite our short-comings and limited resources.  Drawing from Marcellin’s experience we embrace the mysteries of our life with confidence, openness and self-giving.
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28.  Since the time of Marcellin, his disciples have made Mary known and loved.  Today we continue to be convinced that to follow Jesus in the way of Mary is a privileged way of bringing our Christian journey to fullness.  With a heart filled with compassion, we share this experience and conviction with children and youth helping them to experience the maternal face of the Church.
29.  Since Marcellin’s time the Church has deepened its appreciation of Mary as First Disciple.  Marists therefore have a growing relationship with Mary as our Sister in Faith, a woman with dust on her feet, a woman who was disturbed and puzzled by God, who was challenged to trust and give without knowing all the answers, whose faith life was a journey. 
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32.  Wherever the followers of Marcellin are present, working together in mission, this “family spirit” is the Marist way of communal living.  Its well-spring is the love that Jesus has for all his brothers and sisters – all of humanity.  Through this spirit we offer an experience of belonging and union in mission.
[image: image16.jpg]



43.  The story of our spirituality is indeed a simple one.  It is a story of women and men who find within a thirst that only God can quench.  Having drunk deeply, they find themselves filled with Jesus’ own desire – to give flesh to God’s Good News.  Moved by the Spirit, urged by God’s own longing to bring life to the world, we become streams of living water, flowing through the personal, communal, and ministry aspects of our lives.
Many of us are crucified with you – abandoned in jails, on trash heaps, in the streets, in cardboard shelters, under bridges, with nothing to eat but what others throw away.  May we say with you, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

At the same time, there are those among us who crucify you still.  We weep at the thought of the cruel persons who crucified you; but we continue to do the same thing, when we abandon our children, or the elderly, when we enjoy our coffee with sugar while farm workers are being subjected to a cruel, unjust exploitation, when we make fun of the imaginary inferiority of blacks, the poor, or other races.  Forgive us, Lord, for all the times we have lynched, scourged, tortured, and murdered the poor, blacks, or immigrants, when we have robbed them of their lands, despised them for their customs, and expelled them from our countries because we want no “foreigners” among us.

Lord, stir up in me a great sorrow and sense of scandal at having crucified you by abusing the weak in our country, and grant me a desire to change my life.  Help me see the invisible wickedness of my people, that I may repent and begin to walk a new way.  Lord, do not permit us to pursue the paths that crucify whole populations.  Help us crucify our false values, that we may rise to new values.  Lord, I know not the way.  But you can do all things.  You can accomplish this in me and in my people.  Amen.

José Oscar Beozzo, Jesus is Crucified

Imaging the Word, Volume 1
Reflections from Breaking Open the Word, The Book for Readers Year B 2009, Liturgy Commission Brisbane, 2008

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

‘The Church has always venerated the sacred Scriptures just as she venerates the body of the Lord, since from the table of both the word of God and the body of Christ she never ceases to receive and to offer to the faithful the bread of life’.

Vatican II Revelation
The bread of life is again the focus of the Gospel. In today’s passage from John 6 it is the Word if God, the teaching which Jesus brings from the Father, which is the bread of life. The emphasis here is on Jesus’ life-giving presence in the Word, whereas next Sunday’s Gospel speaks more clearly of the Eucharist as a source of life.

In Jewish tradition, the manna was a symbol of the word of God, expressed in the Law of Moses. That word, that teaching was given to God’s people to nourish them. In John’s Gospel, Jesus is the Word of God made flesh. Jesus is the one who makes the Father’s message present among us. He does not bring the message: he is the message.
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Eating and drinking are basic human activities. Yet they can mean much more than supplying necessary nourishment. Family meals, for all their messiness, are often the centres of communication and bonding in the home. To be invited to a meal is to be invited to into people’s lives. A candle-lit meal for two can be an expression of, and an invitation to, intimacy.
So it is not surprising that eating and drinking together are so often used in Scripture as symbols of sharing life and love. Nor is it surprising that the central Christian sacrament, celebrating the community’s sharing of life and love with Christ and with one another, is set in the form of a shared meal.

In the gospel Jesus’ audience deliberately misunderstands, taking his symbolic language in a grossly literal sense. Surprisingly, Jesus does not back off, but goes on with language that is even more offensive. He speaks of ‘gnawing his flesh and drinking his blood’. There can be no doubt that this is a reference to the eating and drinking in the Eucharistic meal.

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

Decisions  ...decisions! Life seems to be full of them. They are not only difficult to make but, once made, are difficult to stand by.

We live in a world where even powerful political leaders seem incapable of making decisions. The world is changing so fast that ordinary people find it difficult to keep to commitments they have made.

Each of us is faced with the necessity of choosing whether to follow the Lord or not. God never compels. Jesus asks us ever day: ‘What about you, do you want to go away too?’ Each of the readings suggests that we are not alone when faced with the big decisions.

How do you find yourself responding in different situations?

How do you go about making difficult decisions?

Jesus asked the Twelve if they would go away. Has he asked you?

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jesus did not come to establish a religion. Some would say he came to get rid of religion, in the sense of human traditions and practices that hinder a direct relationship with God. Certainly he was critical of their own regulations and traditions, when these no longer serve their purpose, or even hinder the preaching of the Gospel. We must take care not to throw out the baby with the bath-water, of course, but if the bath-water is not changed regularly the baby will suffer.

Religion is comfort, we say, but it can also be a contrivance whose rules allow some to lord it over others. Thus, rules meant for guidance can become destructive or deceptive. Only hearts open to God can make the difference. Empty rituals do not sanctify people’s hearts. Only ‘metanoia’, the giving of their hearts completely to the Lord and his compassionate love, can sanctify their hearts.

Today we return to the continuous reading of Mark’s Gospel, with religious traditions in the spotlight. We begin reading from the letter of James, which is equally concerned to get to the heart of the matter.

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Last week the reading from James warned us to be doers of the word of God, not hearers only. But the first step is to hear the word. Particularly when the word challenges our built-in prejudices, as in today’s second reading, it is easier to turn a deaf ear. The deaf man in today’s Gospel is used by Mark as a living parable of the disciples, who turn a deaf ear to Jesus’ inconvenient words. He may serve as a parable of all of us who remain deaf to many of the challenges of the Gospel.

Today’s liturgy centres on healing and deliverance, especially the healing of those with hearing impairments. Ephphatha is a call to openness.

What are those things in your life in need of healing - in need of becoming ‘open’ or open-minded?

How is Jesus working in you, saying ephphatha over and over again?

How will you make an effort to really hear what others are saying, to really try to understand their point of view?

How will you open yourself anew to the good news of Jesus which you may hear from those around you?

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The cross is proudly about our churches, and has a place of honour in the interior decoration. Do we really understand what that means? It places us, as followers of the crucified one, under the shadow of the cross. Does the cross feature as prominently in our view of life?

Jesus promises no rose garden; he promises blood, sweat and tears. He promises the cross; but through it (not by avoiding it) he promises true life, the discovery of one’s true self. We had better get this clear if we decide to follow him. The message was just as difficult for Mark’s readers to stomach as it is for us today; but he refused to compromise. This is the risk Jesus challenges us to take: the risk of losing all, for the sake of discovering all.

What is your attitude to the crosses you have been sent?

For you, what does ‘losing all, for the sake of discovering all’ mean?

To what change or conversion does this gospel call you?

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Children retain an ability to see, hear and understand what adults have lost. A Down’s Syndrome child, Michael, was asked why he liked to learn things on the computer. Referring to the computer’s gentle whirring he said, ‘I like to listen to God’s whispers’. ‘And what does God say to you?’ his mother asked him. ‘That he loves me’, said Michael.

Have you heard that from your computer lately?

Maybe that is why Jesus taught with the example of a child.

‘Just as Christ carried out the work of redemption in poverty and oppression’, so the Church is called to follow the same path, Christ Jesus, ‘though he had the form of God, emptied himself and took the form of a servant’ (Phil 2:6, 7); ‘though he was rich, he became poor for our sake’ (2 Cor 8:9). Likewise the Church, though needing human resources to carry out her mission, is not set up to seek earthly glory. Rather, she is to proclaim and to show humility and self-denial’.

Vatican II The Church.

Vatican II’s vision of a Servant Church re-states the message of today’s readings. It could serve as an examination of conscience for all of us, from the Vatican to local communities.

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Today’s Gospel is a call to tolerance on the part of Christians towards outsiders, and on the part of individuals or groupings within the Christian community towards other Christians. It is a warning to any who think they have a privileged position or special insight or some control over the working of the Spirit. Yet it is only fifty years ago that the Church was teaching ‘extra ecclesiam, nulla salus’ – there is no salvation outside the Catholic Church!

‘It is not only through the sacraments and the ministry of the Church that the Holy Spirit sanctifies, leads and enriches God’s people. Disturbing gifts at will (1 Cor 12:11), the Holy Spirit bestow special graces among the faithful of every rank. By these gifts they are made fit and ready to undertake various tasks and offices for the renewal and building up of the Church. ‘The manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one, to be used for the common good’ (1 Cor 12:7).’

Vatican II The Church.

Everyone’s gifts are to be valued. The gospel’s violent language only emphasises the arrogance of maintaining one’s own gifts while down-playing and suffocating the gifts of others. Note the connection with the second reading: economic exploitation and spiritual exploitation are equally condemned.

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

The ideal of marriage as a permanent union of equals is celebrated in myth in the first reading, and repeated by Jesus in the Gospel reading. Jesus condemns re-marriage after divorce as falling short of this ideal. Yet Paul and Matthew were soon introducing exceptions, as the Church began to grapple with the reality of human failure. The struggle to uphold the ideal and yet deal compassionately with the human reality is still with us.

‘The Church’s teaching on the indissolubility and fidelity of marriage needs to be seen alongside her teaching on the need for compassion and understanding towards those in any kind of difficulty. We want our people to understand this, so that the separated and divorced have a sure sense of belonging, and feel encouraged to participate in the sacramental life of the Catholic community’.

 Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference When Dreams Die

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

If Jesus’ teaching on marriage is hard to stomach, his attitude to wealth is probably even harder for our consumer society. Yet this devaluing of material possessions is an essential part of the Gospel message. It was expressed in Pope John Paul II’s critique of western materialism and consumerism.

‘As the community of disciples, as Church, we have to renounce the security that money and power give. This amounts to having the ‘spirit of wisdom’ (Wis 7:7), allowing wisdom to be our light (v. 10). ‘We are led to wisdom by God’s word, the edge of which cuts through our ties to all human prestige. Before the word, nothing is hidden; all our complicities appear very clearly (Heb 4: 12-13). ‘As believers and as Church, are we capable of passing through the eye of a needle?’

 Gustavo Gutierres Sharing the World through the Liturgical Year
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

‘It is not easy to understand what accepting the kingdom entails. One of the serious perversions of discipleship consists in believing that our condition as Christians or our responsibilities in the Church give us power as tyrants (v. 42), lording it over others.

‘Jesus, the Messiah, reverses the prevailing order…He teaches that the great one is the servant and the first one is the slave of all (w. 43-44)… This begins with the Lord himself who, having become one of us (Heb 4: 14-16), has not come to be served but to serve. 

‘Serving does not mean that we passively accept that things continue as they are. Serving implies initiative and creativity, knowledge and efforts to build a human, just, and loving world. What the gospel rejects is power as domination, the desire to be recognised as ‘leaders’. It does not reject power that is understood as effective solidarity. In our own days, the hunger which two-thirds of humanity are experiencing and the constant violation of human rights by authoritarian governments, make it urgent for us to place what we are and what we have at the service of the marginalised and to transform today’s injustice and exclusion of the many’.




    Gustavo Gutierres Sharing the World through the Liturgical Year

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Albert Schweitzer said, ‘I thank God that he did not make me brilliant; it has forced me to be profound’. So many images are thrown at us from the TV screen, so much seems to be happening in our world, that it is difficult to discover the reality that lies behind it all. We fail to see the forest for the trees.

Sight does not guarantee insight. Sight can get in the way of vision. That is what God’s word offers us. Beyond the shape and surface of things, it opens our hearts to the reality, the truth, the presence. To spend some time each week in contemplation of that word, to touch the mystery of Christ’s presence within the ordinariness of bread and wine: that can lead to the awareness and vision which Jesus holds out to us in today’s Gospel.

Bartimaeus may be blind, but he has the insight to know who Jesus is and what Jesus can do. What Jesus offers to all is the insight and vision to recognise him as the Suffering Servant of God and to follow him along the way that leads through suffering to new life.

Reflection Window One

Scripture Reading

You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence.

Psalm 16

Read and memorise the psalm verse.

Pray it over and over again throughout the day until it comes without effort, until it becomes part of you.

Reflection

Pray the psalm verse to yourself thoughtfully several times. Now read the Reflection and Response suggestion.

The path of life is a sinuous system. We want it to be straight and clear.  It very seldom is. It is something that unfolds a little at a time while we’re living it. We talk about “planning it” and “finding it” but life is much more often discovered in hindsight than it is in vision.  More often than not, we do not find life, it finds us. The only question is whether or not we recognise it and accept it when it comes, whether or not we bring meaning to it and take meaning from it as it is.

Psychologists talk a great deal these days about “alienation,” that feeling of being out of touch with the self, of not knowing exactly what we’re about in life or how we feel about it or what things mean to us as we race always from one place to the next looking for what we want but cannot identify. Social analysts say that alienation began to mark us as a people when the assembly line began to take the place of craft. People bolted steel frames or sorted peaches or cut pants pockets all their lives but never felt the exhilarating sense of creativity that comes with “building a car,” or “growing an orchard,” or “designing a suit of clothes.”

Clearly, it all comes down to finding “the fullness of joy in God’s presence.” Maybe alienation is the sign that we are not a secular culture after all. Maybe, in fact we are a very spiritual one suffering from the fact that we have been cast adrift of all the props and left to find for ourselves the things that really count in life.

Response:

List one or two times when you felt the fullness of joy in God’s presence.
Soul Points

Pray the psalm verse to yourself several times.

Now read the Soul Points by Joan Chittister and respond.

Meaning does not come from what we do.  It comes from what we are.  If we are lovers of beauty, then beauty will fill us all our days.  If we are committed to justice, then justice will drive us past all fatigue or failure.  If we are devoted to building human community, then we will find meaning in the people whose lives we touch.  It’s when we are driven by nothing other than our daily schedules that life becomes gray, listless and dour.

(
Life happens quickly but the meaning of it comes into focus only slowly, slowly, slowly. The challenge is to keep on asking ourselves what it is.

(
Achievement is what we do for ourselves. Meaning comes out of what we do for others.

(
Littering is a sign of alienation from the earth. National chauvinism in a global world is a sign of alienation from humankind. Addiction is a sign of alienation from the self. No wonder society is out of kilter.

(
Beware the day you have no feelings. It is a sign of spiritual sclerosis, of internal death.

Response:

Choose one Soul Point and write three questions it raises in you.

You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence.

Psalm 16

From 25 Windows into the Soul – Praying with the Psalms, Joan Chittister, 2007

The Two Champions

There were two kingdoms that shared a common border. In one country, they worshipped the sun, and in the other, they worshipped the moon. Because of their religious differences, the two kingdoms went to war. Each gathered an army and the two armies met at the frontier. Row upon row of warriors, sunlight glinting on their war gear, faced each other across the no man’s land.

It was agreed that each army should send forward a champion to fight in single combat. The strongest, most skilful warrior in each army was selected. The two men advanced towards each other, grim faced, with a sword in one hand and a shield in the other. On the chest of one was emblazoned an image of the sun; on the chest of the other, an image of the moon.

When they met, they fought like demons. They fought all morning long, as the sun rose higher in the sky. They fought through the midday heat, when the sun was at the zenith. They fought on and on as the sun descended towards the west. They were both such strong and skilful fighters that neither man could gain the advantage. They were still fighting, nose to nose, locked in each other’s arms, when at last the sun went down. But by then they were exhausted. They both collapsed on the ground, too feeble even to crawl back to the camps their respective armies had made for the night.

‘I hate you!’ groaned the Champion of the Sun.

‘I hate you!’ replied the Champion of the Moon.

‘I have to kill you,’ said the Champion of the Sun. ‘Back home I have a wife who loves me and a little boy who wants to be a warrior like me. I have to protect them from the likes of you.’

‘I had a wife,’ said the Champion of the Moon. ‘Your people killed her in the last war. That’s why I have to kill you.’

The moon rose. Presently, the Champion of the Sun asked the other man, ‘What was she like, your wife?’

‘She was lovely. We’d been sweethearts since we were children.

I used to play with her in the woods near here.’

‘Sounds like you had a happy childhood,’ said the Champion of the Sun. ‘Not like mine. My father made us work all day in the fields and he’d beat us if we complained.’

‘I’m sorry to hear that,’ said the Champion of the Moon.

And so they talked about their childhoods and the other things they had done in their lives. They talked and talked as the moon rose higher in the sky. Still they talked as the moon descended towards the west. Only for the last hour or two of the night did they sleep. Side by side they lay, their swords and shields dumped beside them.

The sky turned grey, then pink in the east. Sounds and smells of breakfast making emanated from the two camps. The two sleeping champions were woken by the warmth of sunshine on their faces. Wearily, painfully, they creaked to their feet. They looked into each other’s eyes. Then they embraced, 

and, leaving their swords and shields behind, walked back to their respective armies.

They could not fight each other anymore, for you cannot fight someone when you know their story.

Retelling by Anthony Nanson from One Hundred Wisdom Stories from Around the World, Margaret Silf, 2003.
Judgement

A story is told about an incident that happened during the thirties in New York, on one of the coldest days of the year. The world was in the grip of the Great Depression, and all over the city, the poor were close to starvation.

It happened that the judge was sitting on the bench that day, hearing a complaint against a woman who was charged with stealing a loaf of bread.  She pleaded that her daughter was sick, and her grandchildren were starving, because their father had abandoned the family. But the shopkeeper, whose loaf had been stolen, refused to drop the charge. He insisted that an example be made of the poor old woman, as deterrent to others.

The judge sighed. He was most reluctant to pass judgement on the woman, yet he had not alternative . ‘I’m sorry,’ he turned to her. ‘But I can’t make any exceptions. The law is the law. I sentence you to a fine of ten dollars, and if you can’t pay I must send you to jail for ten days.’

The woman was heartbroken, but even as he was passing sentence, the judge was reaching into his pocket for the money to pay off the ten-dollar fine. He took off his hat, tossed the ten-dollar bill into it, and then addressed the crowd:

‘I am also going to impose  a fine of fifty cents on every person here present in this courtroom, for living in a town where a person has to steal bread to save her grandchildren from starvation. Please collect the fines, Mr Bailiff, in this hat, and pass them across to the defendant.’

And so the accused went home that day from the courtroom with forty-seven dollars and fifty cents – fifty cents of which had been paid by the shame-faced grocery store keeper who had brought the charge against her. And as she left the courtroom, the gathering of petty criminals and New York policemen gave the judge a standing ovation.

Based on an incident reported by James. N. McCutcheon, from One Hundred Wisdom Stories from Around the World, Margaret Silf, 2003.
Rooms To Rent

God was walking the streets, looking for a home for his son. He knocked on my door. Well, I suppose I could let him rent the little spare bedroom, I thought. He read my thoughts. ‘I was looking to buy,’ he said.

‘Oh, I don’t think I really want to sell,’ I replied. ‘I need the place for myself, you see. But you could use the back room. The rent’s quite low. Why don’t you come in and have a look?’ So he came in, and he looked around. ‘I like it,’ he said. ‘I’ll take it, on your own terms.’

Once he settled in, I began to wonder whether I’d been a bit mean. There he was, cooped up in that little spare bedroom. God must have been having similar thoughts, because he was there again at my door.

‘Would you have any more space now, do you think?’ he asked gently.

‘Well, I’ve been thinking, and I could offer your son an extra room to rent now.’

‘Thank you, said God. I’ll take the extra room. Maybe you’ll decide to give my son more room later on. Meanwhile, I like what I see.’

Time went on. I was still feeling a bit uneasy about this transaction.

‘I’d like to give you some more room,’ I kept telling God, ‘but you see, it’s a bit difficult. I need some space for me.’

‘I understand,’ God kept saying. ‘I’ll wait. I like what I see.’

Eventually, I decided to offer God the whole of the top floor. He accepted gratefully, on behalf of his son. ‘Well, I can spare it really,’ I told him. ‘I’d really like to let you have the whole house, but I’m not sure...’

‘I understand,’ said God. ‘I’ll wait. I like what I see.’

A bit more time went by, and there was God again at my door.

‘I just want you to know,’ he said, ‘that I’m still very interested in buying your house. I wouldn’t put you out. We’d work it out together. Your house would be mine and my son would live here.’

‘Actually,’ he added, ‘you’d have more space than ever before.’

‘I really can’t see how that could be true,’ I replied, hesitating on the doorstep.

‘I know,’ said God. ‘And to be honest, I can’t really explain it.

It’s something you have to discover for yourself. It only happens if you let my son have the whole house.’

‘A bit risky,’ I said.

‘Yes, but try me,’ encouraged God.

‘I’m not sure. I’ll let you know.’

‘I’ll wait,’ said God. ‘I like what I see.’

Source unknown from One Hundred Wisdom Stories from Around the World, Margaret Silf, 2003.
A Sandwich For Supper

A story tells of a man who went to the office every day in his expensive car, and made important decisions and signed big contracts. Often, the important man would enjoy business lunches with his clients, and would try to distract the attention of his influential guests away from the unsavoury spectacle of the beggars on the streets of his city.

One evening, after a hard day making money; he packed his briefcase to go home, where supper would be waiting for him. As he was locking his desk for the night, he caught sight of a stale sandwich lying abandoned at the back of the drawer. Without much thought he crammed it in his coat pocket. No need for it to go mouldy and mess up his desk. And on the way out to the car park he saw a street beggar on the steps, huddled in an old blanket.

‘Here, my friend’ he said to the beggar. ‘Here is something for your supper.’ And he gave him the stale sandwich.

That night, the man dreamed that he was away on a business trip. After the day’s meeting, he was taken with his fellow directors to the town’s most luxurious restaurant. Everyone gave their orders, and settled down with their aperitifs to look forward to a convivial evening.

The orders arrived. Pate de foie gras. Medallions of venison. Lamb cutlets with rosemary and garlic. The dishes being brought to the table brought gasps of delight from all the company. Then his own order appeared. A waitress set in front of him one small plate, on which was served a stale sandwich.

‘What kind of service is this?’ the man demanded, enraged.

‘This isn’t what I ordered! I thought this was the best restaurant in town!’

‘Oh sir,’ the waitress told him, ‘you’ve been misinformed. This isn’t a restaurant at all. This is heaven. We are only able to serve you what you have sent on ahead while you were alive. I’m very sorry, sir, but when we looked under your name, the best we could find to serve to you was this little sandwich.’

Retelling of a Jewish folk story from One Hundred Wisdom Stories from Around the World, Margaret Silf, 2003.
Jean Vanier

Called to Be a Leader

At the age of 13, Jean Vanier (1928- ) knew that he wanted to leave his home in Canada and join the Royal Navy in war-torn England. His father, Georges Vanier (1888-1967), the future Governor General of Canada, allowed Jean to travel back across the Atlantic in order to spend just under four years in the Royal Navy. It was a brave decision, as a great many ships were being sunk by German U-boats on the Atlantic crossing, and Georges and Pauline Vanier were unable to find out for some time whether or not their son had reached England safely.

In 1964 Jean Vanier founded the communities of l’Arche for people with learning difficulties. In the introduction to a A Door of Hope he writes about the importance of the permission he received from his parents as a 13-year old. Pauline Vanier was not initially in favour of her son making the hazardous Atlantic crossing. She said that when she and her husband were discussing the matter Georges remarked. ‘We must be careful not to clip Jean’s wings. He may be called to be a leader.’

Most of my early childhood was spent in England and France until 1940 when France fell and we left Europe for Canada.

At the age of 13 I wanted to join the Royal Navy. When I asked my father’s permission, he replied, ‘If you feel that this is what you really want to do, then go, I trust you.’ I have always been grateful to my parents for taking me seriously and for the trust they placed in me. Their confidence enabled me to trust myself and also gave me a sense of responsibility and an awareness that my own intuition was trustworthy. 

From Soul Searchers – Journey of the Human Spirit, Teresa de Bertodano, 2001
Non-Discriminating Embrace that still Speaks its Truth by Ronald Rohlheiser omi
2009-07-05

Be compassionate as your heavenly Father is compassionate. Jesus challenged us with those words and there is more in them than first meets the eye. How is God compassionate?
Jesus defines this for us: God, he says, lets his sun shine on the bad as well as the good. God's love doesn't discriminate, it simply embraces everything. Like the sun it doesn't shine selectively, shedding its warmth on the vegetables because they are good and refusing its warmth to the weeds because they are bad. It just shines and everything, irrespective of its condition, receives its warmth. 
That's a stunning truth: God loves us when we are good and God loves us when we are bad. God loves the saints in heaven and God loves the devils in hell equally. They just respond differently. The father of the prodigal son and the older brother loves both, one in his weakness and the other in his bitterness, and his embrace is not contingent upon their conversion. He loves them even inside their distance from him. 
And we are asked to love in the same way.
How do we do that? First of all, it poses this question: If God loves us equally when we are bad and when we are good, then why be good? This is an interesting question, though not a deep one. Love, understood properly, is never a reward for being good. Instead goodness is always a consequence of having been loved. We aren't loved because we are good, but hopefully we become good because we experience love.
But how do we, like God, embrace indiscriminately? How do we let our love shine on the bad as well as the good, without saying that nothing matters, that it is okay to live in any way and do anything? How do we love as God loves and still hold true to who we are and what are values are?
We do so by holding our personal and moral ground in a gracious and loving way. And, for this, we have Jesus' example. He embraced everyone, sinners and saints alike, without ever suggesting that sin and virtue aren't important. Indeed, a truly loving embrace suggests the reverse.
Let's take an example: Imagine that your college-age daughter comes home for a weekend, along with her boyfriend. You already know that they are living together, but the awkward question still arises: Do you challenge them to sleep in separate rooms while they are at your house? You do and your answer is clear, you tell your daughter, gently but unequivocally, that while they are under your roof and unmarried they will sleep in separate rooms. She objects: "That's hypocritical, my values aren't the same as yours, and I don't believe this is wrong in any way!" 
Your response is the non-discriminating, discriminating embrace of Jesus: You hug your daughter and tell her that you love her, that you know that she is already sleeping with her boyfriend, but that she may not do so in your house, under your roof. Everything inside of your body language, your embrace, and your person, will clearly tell her two things: "I love you, you're my daughter, I will always love you no matter what. But I don't agree with you on this matter. "
Your embrace doesn't say, "I agree with you!", it simply says, "I love you!" and the affirmation of your love, even as you hold your personal and moral ground will, perhaps more than anything else you can offer her, invite her to reflect upon your moral ground and why you hold certain things so deeply. 
This kind of embrace which radiates a wide compassion and understanding even as it holds your moral ground is needed not just in families and friendships, but in every area of life - church, moral, ideological, and aesthetic. Catholics and Protestants, Evangelicals and Unitarians, Christians and Jews, Jews and Muslims, Christians and Muslims, Pro-Life and Pro-Choice, liberals and conservatives, people who have different views on marriage and sexuality, people with classical tastes and people with popular tastes, all must find enough compassion and empathy to be able to embrace in a way that expresses love and understanding even as the embrace does not say that differences are of no importance. 
There is a time to stand up for what we believe in, a time to be prophetic, a time to draw a line in the sand, a time to point out differences and the consequences of that, and a time to stand in strong opposition to values and forces that threaten what we hold dear. But there is also a time to embrace across differences, to recognize that we can love and respect each other even when we don't hold the same values, when what is common to us eclipses our differences. 
There is a time to be compassionate as God is compassionate, to let our sun shine indiscriminately, on both the vegetables and the weeds without denying which is which.
http://www.ronrolheiser.com/columnarchive/archive_display.php?rec_id=468 

Quotes
Then Amos answered Amaziah,

“I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go prophesy to my people Israel.’”

Amos 7:14-15
Then God said to me, “Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,...buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”  God has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

Amos 8:4, 6-7
When we are really honest with ourselves, we must admit that our lives are all that really belong to us.  So it is how we use our lives that determines what kind of people we are.

Cesar Chavez

Imaging the Word, Volume 1
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love serve one another.  For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”

Galatians 5: 13-14
Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.  Mark 9:35
To clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning of an uprising against the disorder of the world.  
Karl Barth in Imaging the Word, Vol 1
Goodness in any form has an all-conquering power to call forth a response of the same kind.  
David B. Noss and John B. Noss in Imaging the Word, Vol 1
And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this:  Blessed are the dead who from now on die in God.”  “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labours, and their deeds follow them.”  

Revelation 14:13
Joshua said, “Now if you are unwilling to serve God, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my houselhold, we will serve God.”

Joshua 24:15
If I could talk to each youngster…

I would have one message to give them.  I would say, “You are important to the world.

You are needed.  Most of all, you can make a difference in someone else’s life.  Begin by doing something that shows you care.  That’s where satisfaction in life begins.  And if one day you get a feeling that says you can change the world, trust that feeling.  Because you make a difference.  There is something important that needs to happen in the world because of you, and it can happen if you do it.”

During my seventeen years as Referee of the San Francisco Juvenile Court, I saw hundreds of young people who refused to be buried.

Mary Conway Kohler in Imaging the Word
Remember that [God] will in [God’s] own way and …own time complete what we so poorly attempt.  Often we do not achieve for others the good we intend; but we achieve something, something that goes on from our effort.  Good is an overflow.  Where we generously and sincerely intend it, we are engaged in a work of creation.  

Iris Murdoch from Imaging the Word
The seed of God is in us.  If you are an intelligent and hard-working farmer, it will thrive and grow up into God, whose seed it is, and its fruits will be God-fruits; pear seeds grow into pear trees, nut seeds grow into nut trees, and God seeds grow into God.

Meister Eckhart

Saints Days
MARY MACKILLOP PRAYER    (8 August)
Most loving God,

We thank you for the example 

of Blessed Mary MacKillop,

who in her living of the Gospel

witnessed to the human dignity

of each person.

She faced life’s challenges with

faith and courage.

We pray through her intercession

for our needs........

May her holiness soon be

acknowledged by the

universal Church.

We make this prayer through

Jesus the Lord.

Amen. 

http://www.sosj.org.au
A PSALM OF REMEMBERING MARY MACKILLOP

1. For daring to begin a new Religious Congregation especially to suit the needs of the Australian continent

ALL: MARY MACKILLOP, WE REMEMBER YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS

2. For taking the heart of the Church into the lives of people who were isolated and at the fringe of society

ALL: MARY MACKILLOP, WE REMEMBER YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS

3. For continuing to believe in the power of the cross in moments of personal suffering and hardship

ALL: MARY MACKILLOP, WE REMEMBER YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS

4. For the Aussie battlers that you nourished and nurtured

ALL: MARY MACKILLOP, WE REMEMBER YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS

5. For the times you walked the city streets and ministered to people who were homeless

ALL: MARY MACKILLOP, WE REMEMBER YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS

6. For the times you were excluded from the community life you cherished, especially your excommunication

ALL: MARY MACKILLOP, WE REMEMBER YOU AND GIVE YOU THANKS

7. Whenever we walk the city streets and are disturbed by what we see

ALL: MARY MACKILLOP, PRAY FOR US, THAT WE MAY HAVE A COMPASSIONATE HEART

8. Whenever we encounter the Aussie Battlers of the 1990’s

ALL: MARY MACKILLOP, PRAY FOR US, THAT WE MAY HAVE A COMPASSIONATE HEART

9. Whenever we find situations where there is no hope

ALL: MARY MACKILLOP, PRAY FOR US, THAT WE MAY HAVE A COMPASSIONATE HEART

We give you thanks and praise, O God,
For gifting our country with Mary Mackillop.
The Lord had indeed done marvellous things.
Monica Cavanagh

LITANY OF MARY MACKILLOP

Mary MacKillop loved God very much and always listened to what God was saying to her in the things that happened in her life.

Mary always asked God for help for herself and her family and friends. From her home in heaven she can join with us, her friends on earth, in praying for anything we need, and so we say:

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for our country Australia, that all people will be treated fairly:

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who can’t find work, especially those who have been looking for a long time:

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who are too poor to pay their bills:

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who are sad and lonely:

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who are sick or dying and for their families who are sad:

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who are old and tired, especially those who don’t have a good place to live:

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people so have to leave their own countries because of war and trouble:

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who live in families that are unhappy:

Mary MacKillop pray for us
We pray for the Sisters of St Joseph in their lives and work today:

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We ask God who cares for us in every way to listen to our prayers through the help of Mary MacKillop, who is a Saint of Australia.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Christine McGinty RSJ

http://www.sosj.org.au
ST. MAXIMILLIAN KOLBE’S PRAYER (14 AUGUST)
“You, Lord, come to me and unite Yourself intimately to me under the form of nourishment. Your Blood now runs in mine, Your Soul, Incarnate God, penetrates mine, giving courage and support. What miracles! Who would have ever imagined such!”
“If angels could be jealous of men, they would be so for one reason: Holy Communion.” 

St. Maximilian Kolbe

www.catholicprayercards.org
PRAYER TO MARY ASSUMED INTO HEAVEN   (15 AUGUST)
O Blessed Virgin Mary,
united to the victorious Christ in heaven,
you are the image and first-flowering of the Church
as she is to be perfected in the world to come.
You shine forth as a sign of sure hope and solace
for the pilgrim People of God.
In your Assumption,
you manifest the fullness of redemption
and appear as the spotless image of the Church
responding in joy
to the invitation of the Bridegroom, your Son,
who is the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Grant that we may follow your example on earth
thereby imitating your Son as well
and being enabled to share your glory,
with Him for all eternity.

From New Saint Joseph People’s Prayer Book

CATHOLIC PRAYER IN HONOUR OF MARY
Almighty God,
You gave a humble Virgin
the privilege of being mother of your Son,
and crowned her with the glory of heaven.
May the prayers of the Virgin Mary
bring us to the salvation of Christ
and raise us up to eternal life.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
From the Liturgy of the Hours 
LOVING MOTHER OF THE REDEEMER
Loving Mother of the Redeemer,
Gate of heaven, star of the sea,
Assist your people
who have fallen yet strive to rise again.
To the wonderment of nature you bore your Creator,
yet remained a virgin after as before.
You who received Gabriel’s joyful greeting,
have pity on us, poor sinners.

Ancient Liturgy of the Hours Prayer
ASSUMPTION PRAYER FROM THE CHALDEAN CHURCH
The lips of man
are not worthy to praise
the Mother of the Lord of angels and of men
for neither can men understand her, 
nor angels know her sufficiently

Admirable in her mortal life, 
marvelous in her life-giving death
living she was dead to the world,
dying she raised the dead to life.
The apostles hasten to her from distant lands,
the angels descend from on high,
to pay her honour due.

The Virtues animate each other
The Principalities come forward
like flaming clouds,
The Dominations rejoice,
The Powers exult.

The Thrones redouble their praise:
while the Seraphim cry out:
O blessed and glorious body;
and the Cherubim extol her
with their songs,
as she passes through their midst.

The sky and clouds bend down before her;
the thunder claps, praising her Son;
the rain and dew envy her breasts:
for they indeed nourish the plants,
but she fed the Lord of the plants.

From The Liturgical Year: Book 13
PRAYER TO MARY ASSUMED INTO HEAVEN
O Blessed Virgin Mary,
united to the victorious Christ in heaven,
you are the image and first-flowering of the Church
as she is to be perfected in the world to come.
You shine forth as a sign of sure hope and solace
for the pilgrim People of God.
In your Assumption,
you manifest the fullness of redemption
and appear as the spotless image of the Church
responding in joy
to the invitation of the Bridegroom, your Son,
who is the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Grant that we may follow your example on earth
thereby imitating your Son as well
and being enabled to share your glory,
with Him for all eternity.
From New Saint Joseph People’s Prayer Book

www.churchyear.net/assumptionprayers.html
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A PRAYER TO ST. BARTHOLOMEW (24 AUGUST)
O Jesus, Saint Bartholomew’s greatest desire was to know the truth. When first informed about You, his initial reaction was, “How can anything good come from Nazareth?” But as soon as he met You, he wanted to become one of Your disciples. You said of him, “Here is a man in whom there is no deception.” I ask him to pray against the deceptions that are influencing me and the people I know. Help us to experience Your affirmation when we are honest, give us courage to resist lying as a means of self-protection, and inspire our minds to recognize the truth when we hear it. Saint Bartholomew, pray for us. Amen.

http://www.itmonline.org/bodytheology/stbart.htm
ST AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO (29 AUGUST)
St Augustine is the patron of brewers because of his conversion from a former life of loose living, which included parties, entertainment, and worldly ambitions. His complete turnaround and conversion has been an inspiration to many who struggle with a particular vice or habit they long to break.
[image: image18.jpg]


This famous son of St. Monica was born in Africa and spent many years of his life in wicked living and in false beliefs. Though he was one of the most intelligent men who ever lived and though he had been brought up a Christian, his sins of impurity and his pride darkened his mind so much, that he could not see or understand the Divine Truth anymore. Through the prayers of his holy mother and the marvelous preaching of St. Ambrose, Augustine finally became convinced that Christianity was the one true religion. Yet he did not become a Christian then, because he thought he could never live a pure life. One day, however, he heard about two men who had suddenly been converted on reading the life of St. Antony, and he felt terrible ashamed of himself. “What are we doing?” he cried to his friend Alipius. “Unlearned people are taking Heaven by force, while we, with all our knowledge, are so cowardly that we keep rolling around in the mud of our sins!”

Full of bitter sorrow, Augustine flung himself out into the garden and cried out to God, “How long more, O Lord? Why does not this hour put an end to my sins?” Just then he heard a child singing, “Take up and read!” Thinking that God intended him to hear those words, he picked up the book of the Letters of St. Paul, and read the first passage his gaze fell on. It was just what Augustine needed, for in it, St. Paul says to put away all impurity and to live in imitation of Jesus. That did it! From then on, Augustine began a new life.
He was baptized, became a priest, a bishop, a famous Catholic writer, Founder of religious priests, and one of the greatest saints that ever lived. He became very devout and charitable, too. On the wall of his room he had the following sentence written in large letters: “Here we do not speak evil of anyone.” St. Augustine overcame strong heresies, practiced great poverty and supported the poor, preached very often and prayed with great fervor right up until his death. “Too late have I loved You!” he once cried to God, but with his holy life he certainly made up for the sins he committed before his conversion.

ST AUGUSTINE’S PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy. Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. Amen.
www.catholic.org
PRAYER OF ST. GREGORY THE GREAT   (3 September)
Acclaim To The Suffering Christ
O Lord, You received affronts 

without number from Your blasphemers, 

yet each day You free captive souls 

from the grip of the ancient enemy. 

You did not avert Your face 

from the spittle of perfidy, 

yet You wash souls in saving waters. 

You accepted Your scourging without murmur, 

yet through your meditation

You deliver us from endless chastisements. 

You endured ill-treatment of all kinds, 

yet You want to give us a share 

in the choirs of angels in glory everlasting.

You did not refuse to be crowned with thorns, 

yet You save us from the wounds of sin. 

In your thirst You accepted the bitterness of gall, 

yet You prepare Yourself to fill us with eternal delights. 

You kept silence under the derisive homage 

rendered You by Your executioners, 

yet You petition the Father for us 

although You are his equal in Divinity.

You came to taste death, 

yet You were the Life 

and had come to bring it to the dead.

Amen.

http://www.catholicdoors.com/prayers
PRAYER IN THANKS FOR ST GREGORY
Almighty and merciful God, who raised up Gregory of Rome to be a servant of the servants of God, and inspired him to send missionaries to preach the Gospel to the English people: preserve in your Church the catholic and apostolic faith they taught, that your people, being fruitful in every good work, may be showered with love that never fades away; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

www.justus.anglican.org/resources
EMBER DAYS   
Prayer & Penance  September 4 
Ember Days, kept in the Roman Church since the fifth century, mark the beginning of each of the four seasons.  Vatican Council II retained ember days in principle, but left it to bishops conferences to determine the extent and form of their observance.

The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference has decided that the Australian Church should observe the first Fridays in Autumn and Spring (March and September) each year as special days of prayer and penance.

Themes
On Ember Days the practice of the Church is to offer prayers to the Lord for the needs of all people, especially for the productivity of the earth and for human labour, and to give him public thanks (GNLYC 45).

At one level, these days seek God’s blessing of favourable weather and a fruitful harvest from the land.  In times of drought or flood in Australia, such prayers of intercession take on a particular urgency.  In good times, the human heart turns more naturally to praise and thanksgiving.  

There is also a strong impulse on these days towards the justice of God’s kingdom.  If we do not take care, prayer for rain or favourable conditions can amount to little more than a request to keep us comfortable and prosperous.  Instead, we need to turn our attention to those peoples who are devastated by famine and exploitation.
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Today, Ember Days will rightly refocus on the environment, climate change, and the responsibility of our stewardship of the world’s resources.  This is why the bishops wish to place the emphasis on doing penance, on fasting and abstaining in connection with these Ember Days.  For we are beginning to see that sustainable use of our resources will cost us, not only financially but in terms of our attitudes and lifestyle.

Ember Days will help us match our intercession for favourable conditions with a conversion of heart in relation to our care of the earth.  Fasting and abstaining from meat will encourage us to restraint in our exploitation of natural resources.  A day of penance will express our solidarity with those who are disadvantaged, especially those who suffer through famine and the inequitable distribution of the world’s goods.
The prayers and readings should be chosen from the Masses for Various Needs and Occasions. 
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Water From The Rock 38

This same spirit encourages us to develop a simple style of life.  This implies that we avoid consumerism, with its accumulation of disposable goods and wasteful use of resources.  We choose to be responsible for creation, a precious gift of God to humanity.  This attitude encourages us to join with others in actions necessary to preserve our environment, to enhance the harmony between humanity and nature, and to collaborate with the Creator in bringing creation to its fullness.

The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary (8 September)
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Thy birth, O Virgin Mother of God,
heralded joy to all the world.
For from thou hast risen the Sun of justice,
Christ our God.
Destroying the curse, He gave blessing;
and damning death, He bestowed on us
life everlasting.
Blessed art thou among women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.
For from thou hast risen of Sun of justice,
Christ our God.
From The Divine Office - Matins (Morning Prayer)

http://www.wf-f.org/BirthofMary.html
SEPTEMBER 16 

St Cornelius and St Cyprian
In the middle of the third century, the Church was still being persecuted. The fierce persecution of Emperor Decius claimed the life of Pope St. Fabian. The Church was without a pope for nearly a year. A holy priest of Rome, Cornelius, was elected in 251. He accepted because he loved Christ. He would serve the Church as pope even if his ministry would cost him his life. That is why Pope Cornelius was so greatly admired throughout the world. The bishops of Africa were especially outspoken in their love and loyalty to the pope. Bishop Cyprian of Carthage sent him letters of encouragement and support. Cyprian had been a convert at the age of twenty-five. He had astonished the Christians of Carthage by pledging a vow of perpetual chastity right before his baptism. He had eventually become a priest and in 249 a bishop. 

Bishop Cyprian greatly encouraged Pope Cornelius by reminding him that during the present persecution in Rome not a single Christian had given up the faith. St. Cyprian's writings explain the love that Christians should have for the whole Church. Cyprian wrote a scholarly work on the unity of the Church. This remains an important topic for all times, including our own. 

Pope St. Cornelius died in exile at the port of Rome in September, 253. Because he suffered so much as pope, he is considered a martyr. St. Cyprian died five years later during the persecution of Valerian. He was beheaded at Carthage on September 14, 258. Together they share a feast day to remind us of the unity that the Church should always enjoy. This unity is a mark of the presence of Jesus who is the Center.

We can ask Pope St. Cornelius and Bishop St. Cyprian to help us grow in our love for the Church--for the pope, bishops, priests, lay people everywhere.

From:  http://www.tntt.org/vni/tlieu/saints/st0916.htm 

Padre Pio 
http://www.padrepiodevotions.org/biography.asp  on the site http://www.padrepiodevotions.org/ 

The Wikipedia info on Padre Pio (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pio_of_Pietrelcina )has an account of the controversy surrounding his ministry.  It might be a useful balance to the material on the more devotional site listed above.  

Padre Pio was one of the patron saints of World Youth Day so you may have some good information filed away in your WYD08 materials.  

29 September 
The Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael taken from a homily on the subject by St Gregory the Great whose feast day is 3 September

This excerpt from a homily on the Gospels (Hom. 32, 8-9: PL 76, 1250-1251) by St. Gregory the Great is used in the Roman Office of Readings for the Feast of the Archangels on September 29. St. Gregory is one of the most prominent Early Church Fathers & Doctors of the Church. 
You should be aware that the word “angel” denotes a function rather than a nature. Those holy spirits of heaven have indeed always been spirits. They can only be called angels when they deliver some message. Moreover, those who deliver messages of lesser importance are called angels; and those who proclaim messages of supreme importance are called archangels. And so it was that not merely an angel but the archangel Gabriel was sent to the Virgin Mary. It was only fitting that the highest angel should come to announce the greatest of all messages.

Some angels are given proper names to denote the service they are empowered to perform. In that holy city, where perfect knowledge flows from the vision of almighty God, those who have no names may easily be known. But personal names are assigned to some, not because they could not be known without them, but rather to denote their ministry when they came among us. Thus, Michael means “Who is like God”; Gabriel is “The Strength of God”; and Raphael is “God’s Remedy”.

Whenever some act of wondrous power must be performed, Michael is sent, so that his action and his name may make it clear that no one can do what God does by his superior power. So also our ancient foe desired in his pride to be like God, saying: I will ascend into heaven; I will exalt my throne above the stars of heaven; I will be like the Most High. He will be allowed to remain in power until the end of the world when he will be destroyed in the final punishment. Then, he will fight with the archangel Michael, as we are told by John: A battle was fought with Michael the archangel.
So too Gabriel, who is called God’s strength, was sent to Mary. He came to announce the One who appeared as a humble man to quell the cosmic powers. Thus God’s strength announced the coming of the Lord of the heavenly powers, mighty in battle. Raphael means, as I have said, God’s remedy, for when he touched Tobit’s eyes in order to cure him, he banished the darkness of his blindness. Thus, since he is to heal, he is rightly called God’s remedy.

http://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/library_article/254/Archangels_Michael__Gabriel__and_Raphael__St._Gregory_the_Great.html  

17 October
Prayer in thanks for St Ignatius of Antioch
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After the Apostles, Ignatius was the second bishop of Antioch in Syria. Whether he knew any of the Apostles directly is uncertain. Little is known of his life except for the very end of it. Early in the second century (perhaps around 107 AD, during the reign of the Emperor Trajan), he was arrested by the Imperial authorities, condemned to death, and transported to Rome to die in the arena. By thus dealing with a leader, the rulers hoped to terrify the rank and file. Instead, Ignatius took the opportunity to encourage them, speaking to groups of Christians at every town along the way.

Almighty God, we praise you for your bishop and martyr Ignatius of Antioch, who offered himself as grain to be ground by the teeth of wild beasts that he might present to you the pure bread of sacrifice. Accept the willing tribute of our lives, and give us a share in the pure and spotless offering of your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

http://satucket.com/lectionary/Ignatius_Antioch.htm
31 October
All Saints' Vigil (Halloween)

Liturgical Colour: White 
The church or prayer space is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin. The Easter/paschal candle is alight, or brought into the darkness. 
All stand. 
The people are greeted. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Let us pray. 
silence 
One of the following or another appropriate prayer may be used 
God of glory, 
as daylight fades, 
we give you thanks for surrounding us with the brightness of the evening light; 
as you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ the light of the world. Amen. 
Grant us, compassionate God, the lamp of love which never fails, that it 
may burn in us and shed its light on those around us, and 
that by its brightness we may have a vision of that holy City, 
where the true and never-failing Light lives: 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
God of the universe, 
you are the source of life and light: 
dispel the darkness of our hearts, 
that by your brightness we may know you to be 
the true God and the eternal light, 
loving and living 
now and for ever. Amen. 
Be our light in the darkness, God we pray, 
and in your great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
Eternal God, who led your ancient people into freedom by a 
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night: Grant that we who walk in the light of your presence may rejoice in the liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 
The candles are now lit. The lights are turned on. During this an anthem, psalm, or Phos hilaron (Hail Gladdening Light) or another hymn may be sung, or silence may be kept. 
Any of the following may follow: Evening Prayer, Night Prayer, readings, a sermon, baptism, the eucharist. A Renewal of Baptism may be used at an appropriate point. 

A Renewal of Baptism

I invite you (to stand) to affirm your commitment to Christ and your rejection of all that is evil. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
Those who are baptised are called to worship and serve God. From the beginning, believers have continued in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers. 
Will you commit yourself to this life? 
I will, with God's help. 
Will you forgive others as you are forgiven? 
I will, with God's help. 
Will you seek to love your neighbour as yourself, and strive for peace and justice? 
I will, with God's help. 
Will you accept the cost of following Jesus Christ in your daily life and work? 
I will, with God's help. 
With the whole Church will you proclaim by word and action the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help.
If water is to be used, the following thanksgiving for water is said. The water may be in the font or in a special vessel. 
The section between brackets may be omitted. 
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
We thank you God for your love in all creation, 
especially for your gift of water 
to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life. 
[We thank you for your covenant 
with your people Israel; 
through the Red Sea waters 
you led them to freedom in the promised land. 
In the waters of the Jordan 
your Son was baptised by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
Through the deep waters of death 
Jesus fulfilled his baptism. 
He died to set us free 
and was raised to be exalted Lord of all.] 
We thank you that through the waters of baptism 
you cleanse us, 
renew us by your Spirit 
and raise us to new life. 
In the new covenant 
we are made members of your Church 
and share in your eternal kingdom. 
We pray that all who have passed through the waters of baptism 
may continue for ever in the risen life of Christ. 
Through Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all praise and thanks be yours, Redeemer God, 
now and for ever. Amen.
(cf. NZPB pages 385-386) 
The congregation may be sprinkled. 
The renewal of baptism is concluded with the following prayer. 
God our creator, 
the rock of our salvation, 
we thank you for our new birth 
by water and the Holy Spirit, 
for the forgiveness of our sins, 
and for our fellowship in the household of faith 
with all those who have been baptised in your name; 
keep us faithful to the calling of our baptism, 
now and for ever. Amen.

http://www.liturgy.co.nz/churchyear/allsaintsvigil.html
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All Saints

Their Deeds Follow

When great souls die,

the air around us becomes 

light, rare, sterile.

We breathe, briefly,

see with

a hurtful clarity.

Our memory, suddenly sharpened,

examines,

gnaws on kind words

unsaid, promises walks never taken…

And when great souls die,

after a period peace blooms,

slowly and always

irregularly.  Spaces fill

with a kind of

soothing electric vibration.

Our senses, restored, never

to be the same, whisper to us.

They existed.

We can be.  Be and be

better.  For they existed

Maya Angelou, from “Ailey, Baldwin, Floyd, Killens and Mayfield”

O Lord our God,

We thank you for the many people throughout the ages 

Who have followed your way of life joyfully:

For the many saints and martyrs, men and women,

Who have offered up their very lives,

So that your life abundant may become manifest.

For your love and faithfulness we will at all times praise you.

O Lord, we thank you for the truth they passed on to us:

That it is by giving that we receive;

It is by becoming weak that we shall be strong;

It is by loving others that we shall be loved;

It is by offering ourselves that your kingdome shall unfold;

It is by dying that we shall inherit life everlasting.

Lord, give us courage to follow your way of life.

For your love and faithfulness we will at all times praise you.

From Imaging the Word Vol 1, 1994

An All Saints Day Mass (1 November)

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Welcome/Introduction
_____________________(Student)

Happy Feast Day, All You Saints!!!

Welcome to our liturgy this morning celebrating the Feast of All Saints. Saints are people who love God and are about others. God wants everybody to be a Saint!

_____________________(Student)

Today we honour all the holy people who ever lived and celebrate what it means to belong to God’s family.

When we look at pictures of Saints we notice that they have halos above their heads. We learned that these halos say to us “Here is someone who is holy and happy that they followed God’s word about loving one another. We, too, are happy to follow God’s word and so all the students in our hosting class are wearing halos to show others that we have the light of God within us to share with others.

_____________________(Student)

Saints are people who love God and care about others. They get involved and take action. We remember today that God calls each of us to be a saint. We are all members of God’s family here on earth. Someday all of us will be with all the Saints in heaven. But for now, we can make this world a better place to live in if we follow Jesus’ word to “love one another.”

_____________________(Student)

We welcome our Presider(s) this morning “__________”. Please join us in celebrating and singing our Gathering Song...When the Saints Go Marching In

Please stand.

Gathering Song
When the Saints Go Marching In

Greeting
Presider

Penitential Rite
____________________(Presider or Student)

As we prepare to celebrate our calling to love Jesus, as the saints did, we call to mind the ways in which we have not followed God’s word.

_____________________(Student)

Compassionate God, forgive us for the times we do not act like holy people and are mean to our brothers and sisters.

Lord, have mercy

All: Lord, have mercy

_____________________(Student)

God of Forgiveness, help us to treat everyone fairly just like the Saints have shown us to do.

Christ, have mercy

All: Christ, have mercy

_____________________(Student)

Loving God, please have patience with us even when we make wrong choices.

Lord, have mercy

All: Lord, have mercy

Opening Prayer
_____________________(Presider)
O God, Mother and Father to us all, You give us Jesus to teach us how to live in your love and to share it with those around us. We ask you today to help us live as saints and let your love, light, and joy shine through us to others and the world.

We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen

Please be seated for the First Reading.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Introduction of First Reading
First Reading: 1 John 2:1

_____________________(Student)

In this reading John tells us how we are all children of God. Like Jesus we should be good and clean of sin. When we have a deep desire to do God’s will and we show our love for all God’s people, we can call ourselves Saints.

A reading from the First Letter of John

First Reading
_____________________(Student)

Brothers and Sisters,

See how much God loves us!

We are called children of God.

And we really are God’s children.

We know that when Jesus comes again, we will be like

Him, because we will see him as He really is.

Everyone who believes this tries to be good and pure, just

as Jesus is good and pure.

The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm
Happy Are They, Tim Schoenbachler

Refrain, Verses 1-3; Based on Psalm 1

Verses 4-6: Based on The Beatitudes

OCP Publications

__________________(Student)

The Beatitudes are Jesus’ teachings on how to find happiness. They teach us to love God and others. Our Responsorial Psalm is based on Psalm 1 and the Beatitudes. Please join us in singing the response.

(Student or Choir will lead the Response and Verses.)

Sing: “Happy are they who trust in God, who trust in God.”

Gospel Acclamation
Sung Alleluia

Gospel
Matthew 5:1-12

Jesus and his disciples went up on a mountain

and they sat down so Jesus could teach them.

Jesus said to his disciples,

Blessed are people who know they need God,

for the kingdom of Heaven belongs to them.

Blessed are people who are sad now,

for later God will comfort them.

Blessed are people who are humble,

for God will give them everything.

Blessed are people who work for justice,

for God will give them all they need.

Blessed are people who sow mercy to others,

for God will have mercy on them.

Blessed are people who have hearts that are pure,

for they will see God.

Blessed are people who make peace,

for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are people who suffer for doing what is right

for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to them.

And you are blessed when people hurt you and

say bad things about you because you believe in me.

Be happy and glad, for God will reward you in

heaven.”

This is the Good News of the Lord.

All: Praise to You Lord, Jesus Christ

Homily
Presider

Prayers of the Faithful
_________________(Presider)

Would everyone please remain seated for the Prayers of the Faithful. Would the students who are reading the Prayers of the Faithful please come forward.

_________________(Student)

My name is St. Christopher. I made my living by carrying people across a river. One day I carried a small child across the river who grew so heavy I thought we would both drown. The child told me that he was Jesus and the heaviness was caused by the weight of the world he was carrying on his shoulders.

My name, Christopher, means Christ-bearer.

_________________(Student)

Loving God, we pray that you keep all travelers safe as they make their way on their journeys.

We pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer

_________________(Student)

My name is St. Frances Cabrini. I came to the United States from Italy and saw that many other immigrants

needed help. Many of them could not speak English and could not find a decent place to live. I started a religious order of sisters and we built schools, hospitals and orphanages. Together we helped many people.

_________________(Student)

Loving God, we pray for all the immigrants, that they may live a happy, peaceful life.

We pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer

_________________(Student)

I am St. Leo the Great. Even before I became a pope, other church leaders asked me for advice and for  explanations about our faith. I was a leader who believed in peace, justice and truth. Very often I had to

settle arguments between leaders of other countries. I was a great peacemaker.

_________________(Student)

Loving God, pray for our country and our world that our leaders will be guided by the light of your love.

We pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer

_________________(Student)

I am Mary, mother of Jesus. Whenever people honour my son, they honor me, too. I have many titles but the title that is most special to me is “Mother of God.” I am honored when people imitate my virtues; openness to God, faithfulness, humility, and concern for others. Jesus gave me to the apostle John as a mother and so I became your mother, too.

____________________(Student)

Loving God, let us pray for the sick of our Parish and for all our relatives who are ill. Help them to feel your healing presence. We pray also for those who have died this past year. Teach us to be comforters of each other.
We pray to the Lord

All: Lord, hear our Prayer

___________________(Presider or Student)

Loving God, thank you for all the people who gave us good examples by living good lives. Help us to lead good lives, too. We ask this through the name of your Son, Jesus. Amen

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Presider invites the students preparing the altar to come

forward and those bringing up the gifts go to the back of

the church.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Lord, our simple gifts of bread and wine remind us of

the many simple ways which your saints found to serve

you. Help us to imitate them as we share these gifts in the

name of your Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen

FINAL PRAYER

____________________(Presider)

All you saints in heaven, pray for those of us still here on earth. Please ask God to give us the graces we need to bring the love of Jesus into our work and into our play. Help us learn more saints stories so we can be inspired to grow in holiness and to work hard at whatever things the Lord sets before us. We look forward to the day when all of us will be rejoicing together in heaven. Amen

Happy Feast Day, all you Saints!

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

Presider

GOING FORTH SONG

We Are the Hope by Paul Tate
http://www.ctnba.org/cath_res/cath_church_doct/all_saints.pdf
St Andrew Dũng-Lac and Companions
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There are 117 martyrs in this group and although they died at different times, they were all canonized by Pope John Paul II on June 19, 1988. Of the group, 96 were Vietnamese, 11 were Spaniards, and 10 were French. There were 8 bishops, 50 priests and 59 lay Catholics in the group. Of the priests, 11 were Dominicans, 10 belonged to the Paris Mission Society, and the rest were diocesan priests plus one seminarian. Certain individual martyrs were mentioned by name in the process of canonization: Andrew Dung-Lac, a diocesan priest; Thomas Tran-Van-Thien, a seminarian; Emmanuel Le-Van-Pung, father of a family; the Dominican bishops Jerome Hermosilla and Valentine Berrio-Ochoa; and John Theophane Venard. 

Excerpted from Saints of the Roman Calendar by Enzo Lodi 

St. Andrew Dung-Lac's name was originally Dung An Trân, and he was born about 1795 in a poor and pagan family in Bac-Ninh in North Vietnam. When he was twelve the family had to move to Hà-Nôi (Hanoi) where his parents could find work. There he met a catechist and got food and shelter from him. He also got education in the Christian faith for three years, and was baptized in Vinh-Tri with the Christian name Andrew (Andrew Dung). After learning Chinese and Latin he became a catechist, and thereafter taught catechism in the country. He was chosen to study theology, and on March 15, 1823 he was ordained a priest. As parish priest in Ke-Dâm he was tireless in his preaching. He often fasted and lived a simple and moral life, he was a good example for the people, and many were baptized. In 1835 he was imprisoned under emperor Minh-Mang's persecutions (he was called Vietnam's emperor Nero), but his freedom was purchased by donations from members of the congregation he served. To avoid persecutions he changed his name to Lac (Andrew Lac) and moved to another prefecture to continue his work. But on November 10, 1839 he was again arrested, this time with Peter Thi, another Vietnamese priest whom he was visiting so that he might go to confession. 

Once again Andrew was liberated, along with Peter Thi, in exchange for money. Their freedom was brief. They were soon re-arrested and taken to Hanoi, where both suffered dreadful torture. Finally they both were beheaded December 21, 1839. 

Things to Do: 

· Find out more about the Vietnam martyrs 

· Find out more about the suffering of the Church in communist Vietnam 

· Pray a rosary for those suffering persecution today in Vietnam 

· Cook a Vietnamese dish in honor of today's saints.
From http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2008-11-24 
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Social Justice for September
Marist Lumina Solidarity Day 2009 

Statement

We believe that....

· We can accept, tolerate and understand differences. 

· We need to be informed about the original source of our goods and of the value returned to local populations.

· We need to support education and formation for human dignity in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

· Poverty is a worldwide issue and needs to be addressed on a global scale. This may be achieved by individual action and communal initiatives.

· Communication is valuable, that everyone deserves mutual respect. We believe that violence does not work. We believe in the importance of respecting personal space.

· Racism is observable and unjust.

· Inclusiveness is important, that we are all people, no matter what the media portrays. We believe that sports stars are too frequently stereotyped.

· As Australians, we should offer more to vulnerable groups in our wider community, especially refugees and further promotion of equality through funding and practical help.

· We need to commit ourselves to our Christian faith and the promises we have made to God, that is, ‘Love your neighbour’.

· There are ways other than punitive to resolve conflict and that a collaboration of ideas can aid us in finding a solution.

· There always another option and everyone has the right to be safe.

· Human compassion is of the utmost importance.

· We must move into the future with confidence.

· We can be the Heart of Marist.

· Cooperation knits the world together!

· We have the power to make a change to the situation.

We commit ourselves to walking in the light by acting for peace and justice.

We say yes to...

· Equality between genders. 

· Actively raising awareness of issues. 

· Being agents of change in our community for the future. 

· Compassion, respect and love for everyone, regardless of his or her religious background, by eliminating stigma and exclusion through interfaith dialogue of education. 

· Respect one another. 

· Not judging a book by its cover! 

· Assisting and being in solidarity with the people of East Timor. 

· Spreading the importance of education. 

· Lowering tolerance for crime.

· Professionals working for change by using their skills, e.g. pro-bono work. 
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Freedom for all.

· Protection of human dignity.

· People feeling free of the need to fear.

· Thinking before acting.

· Being open to communicating feelings.

· Listening to one another.

· Multiculturalism.

· More careful choice of role models.

· Giving sports stars a fair go and reducing negative media pressure.

· Reconciliation through collaborative problem solving.

· Rational discussions.

· Declaration of human rights.

· Trying to change the stereotype that systematic sexual abuse of women is rare - it is actually a lot closer to home.

· Fundraising and support of our solidarity projects.

· Involving the community.

See below for the social justice weblinks to organizations which presented at the Marist Lumina Solidarity Day and other associated links.



The Eucharist as a call to Justice 2009-08-02

When the famous historian Christopher Dawson decided to become a Roman Catholic, his aristocratic mother was distressed, not because she had any aversion to Catholic dogma, but because now her son would, in her words, have to "worship with the help". She was painfully aware that, in church at least, his aristocratic background would no longer set him apart from others or above anyone. At church he would be just an equal among equals because the Eucharist would strip him of his higher social status.
She intuited correctly. The Eucharist, among other things, calls us to justice, to disregard the distinction between rich and poor, noble and peasant, aristocrat and servant, both around the Eucharist table itself and afterwards outside of the church. The Eucharist fulfills what Mary prophesized when she was pregnant with Jesus, namely, that, in Jesus, the mighty would be brought down and that lowly would be raised up. It was this very thing that first drew Dorothy Day to Christianity. She noticed that, at the Eucharist, the rich and the poor knelt side by side, all equal at that moment. 
Sadly, we often don't take this dimension of the Eucharist seriously. There is a common tendency to think that the practice of justice, especially social justice, is an optional part of being a Christian, something mandated by political correctness rather than by the gospels. Generally we don't see the call to actively reach out to the poor as something from which we cannot exempt ourselves.
But we are wrong in this. In the gospels and in the Christian scriptures in general, the call to reach out to the poor and to help create justice in the world is as non-negotiable as keeping the commandments and going to church. Indeed striving for justice must be part of all authentic worship.
In the New Testament, every tenth line is a direct challenge to reach out to the poor. In Luke's gospel, we find this in every sixth line. In the Epistle of James, this occurs in every fifth line. The challenge to reach out to the poor and to level the distinction between rich and poor is an integral and non-negotiable part of being a Christian, commanded as strongly as any of the commandments.
And this challenge is contained in the Eucharist itself: The Eucharistic table calls us to justice, to reach out to the poor. How? 
First, by definition, the Eucharistic table is a table of social non-distinction, a place where the rich and the poor are called to be together beyond all class and status. At the Eucharist there are to be no rich and no poor, only one equal family praying together in a common humanity. In baptism we are all made equal and for that reason there are no separate worship services for the rich and the poor. Moreover, St. Paul warns us strongly that when we gather for the Eucharist the rich should not receive preferential treatment. 
Indeed, the gospels invite us in the opposite direction. When you hold any banquet, they tell us, we should give preferential treatment to the poor. This is especially true for the Eucharist. The poor should be welcomed in a special way. Why? 
Because, among other things, the Eucharist commemorates Jesus' brokenness, his poverty, his body being broken and his blood being poured out. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin expresses this aptly when he suggests that the wine offered at the Eucharist symbolizes precisely the brokenness of the poor: In a sense the true substance to be consecrated each day is the world's development during that day - the bread symbolizing appropriately what creation succeeds in producing, the wine (blood) what creation causes to be lost in exhaustion and suffering in the course of that effort. The Eucharist offers up the tears and blood of the poor and invites us to help alleviate the conditions that produce tears and blood.
And we do that, as a famous church hymn says, by moving "from worship into service". We don't go to the Eucharist only to worship God by expressing our faith and devotion. The Eucharist is not a private devotional prayer, but is rather a communal act of worship which, among other things, calls us to go forth and live out in the world what we celebrate inside of a church, namely, the non-importance of social distinction, the special place that God gives to the tears and blood of the poor, and non-negotiable challenge from God to each of us to work at changing the conditions that cause tears and blood. The Eucharist calls us to love tenderly, but, just as strongly, it calls us to act in justice. 
To say that Eucharist calls us to justice and to social justice is not a statement that takes its origin in political correctness. It takes its origin in Jesus who, drawing upon the great prophets of old, assures us that the validity of all worship will ultimately be judged by how it affects "widows, orphans, and strangers."

http://www.ronrolheiser.com/columnarchive/archive_display.php?rec_id=473 

October the month of the Rosary

This link takes you to a very large number of associated documents for praying the Mysteries of Light:

http://www.osv.com/OSV4MeNav/TheRosaryPrayersRequests/PraytheRosary/tabid/196/Default.aspx
The extracts below from the Archdiocese of Melbourne website are two of many resources on the site for praying the rosary:

A model for praying the Rosary 

Do not rush praying the Rosary

Se the environment for prayer by finding a quiet place and use a prayer focus

Music also helps to prepare one for prayer

Incense or essential oils could be used to engage the sense of smell

Be comfortable, let your body relax and allow your breathing to become regular in preparation for prayer

The movement of the beads through the fingers means that we do not need to count but can open ourselves up to the prayer

Do not worry if you become distracted. Include these thoughts into your prayer

The words should lead us to a closer experience of union with God. Focus on the way the Hail Mary builds to the word Jesus then fades

Allow the rhythm as you pray in a group or alone. As you end each decade with the doxology, imagine that you are gathering all your thoughts and intentions as a gift of praise to God

Allow the words and pattern of the ritual to carry your prayer

Listen to what God may be inviting you towards

Before ending your prayer time decide how you can take the message of your prayer into your everyday life

http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/prayers/rosarymodel.htm  

To Jesus through Mary

Fr Tim Costelloe SDB reflects on the Rosary as a prayer for each one of us.

One of the gifts of contemporary Biblical scholarship is its confirmation of a Christian instinct which has been part of the Christian story from its beginnings: you cannot really understand the depths of the mystery of Jesus unless you have some appreciation of the role played by his mother, Mary.

Jesus’ mother appears only occasionally in the pages of the New Testament and very rarely outside the pages of the four Gospels. She is briefly mentioned in the Letter to the Galatians, and she is listed in the Acts of the Apostles among those present on the day of Pentecost. There may also be some reference to her in the figure of the “woman clothed in the sun” in the Book of Revelation. Apart from this, she is present in the four Gospels, fleetingly in Mark, more prominently in Matthew, and holding a significant place in the Gospels of Luke and John.

A close study of these Gospel passages shows a growing appreciation of the figure of Mary as the Gospel tradition develops. Luke, particularly in the story of the Annunciation, presents her as a model of faith-filled response to God’s call, and John presents her as a woman of faithful discipleship. She is present at the foot of the cross when the Church is born from the blood and water flowing from the side of Christ. Together with the beloved disciple, she receives the gift of the Spirit whom Christ has poured out in his life-giving death.

The earliest communities of disciples continued to reflect on Mary’s significance. They knew that, because of the resurrection of Christ, all those who died in him would also rise with him. Mary, the great woman of faith and discipleship, given to the community of disciples as mother at the foot of the cross, continued to live in her Son. In a very real way she continued to be present to him with a mother’s heart, ready to put herself at the service of his disciples, at the service of the Church, at the service of her children in Christ.

Mary’s servant heart continues to find expression in her particular ministry in the Church. It is a ministry of prayer, and therefore a ministry of love. Every time we pray the Hail Mary, the prayer which is the backbone of the Rosary, we say to her, “pray for us, pray for us now, and pray for us at the hour of our death.” Just as we turn confidently to each other, and rely on the support of each other’s prayers, so we turn confidently to her, knowing that she will also support us with her prayer and with her presence on our journey.

When we combine this basic and very beautiful prayer with our meditation on the mysteries of the life, death and resurrection of Christ, we find ourselves travelling the journey of discipleship with Mary as our companion. We enter once again into the mystery of God’s coming among us as a human being. We can begin perhaps to see it through Mary’s eyes. Her fear, confusion, wonder, sorrow and joy become ours as we retrace her steps from Nazareth to her cousin’s home, then on to Bethlehem, back to Nazareth and then to Jerusalem. 

As we then dare to accompany Jesus through the darkness and fear of Gethsemane, the Praetorium, and Calvary, we understand that we too, like him, must take up our cross of sorrow, pain and failure. Mary was present at the foot of the cross and she is present with us in our own struggles. And so, over and over again we say to her, “pray for us, pray for us now, and at the hour of our death.”

When the joy of the resurrection breaks over us, and hope fills our lives, we trust that, like Mary, we too will share the fullness of Christ’s life. Our hope and our trust find expression when we say to her, who already shares Christ’s life, “pray for us, pray for us now, and at the hour of our death.”

The Fathers of Vatican II tell us that Mary “advanced in her pilgrimage of faith” (Lumen Gentium 58). She accompanies us with her prayerful support as we too travel our own pilgrimage of faith. As we say to her over and over again, “pray for us, now, and at the hour of our death,” the Rosary becomes very much a prayer for us, still pilgrims on the journey. 

http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/prayers/tojesusthroughmary.htm  
It’s amazing what you can find on the web regarding the Rosary! This link will take you to a site where you can download for free mp3 versions of the four mysteries.  They are also available here in Dutch!
http://www.rosaryarmy.com/?page_id=22  
Online and Print Resource List
Ordinary Time Resources

http://www.loyolapress.com/sunday-connection.htm  
Links to the scripture of Ordinary Time

http://www.loyolapress.com/year-for-priests.htm  
Year for Priests resources

Social Justice Resources

http://www.fta.org.au/  Fair Trade Australia

http://www.mercy.org.au/  Sisters of Mercy website with info on their ministry in Indigenous issues, eco-justice, with asylum seekers and refugees and women and poverty

http://www.paxchristi.org.au/  Check their events page for things that are happening which might interest your students passionate about Social Justice

http://www.refugeeaction.org/  refugee action website in Canberra has some interesting information on what’s happening in refugee advocacy

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6msKrqmN3w&feature=related  is the Youtube presentation used by our MCs at the Marist Lumina Solidarity Day

http://www.makepovertyhistory.com.au/   Click on the Resources link to find movies and other resources for teachers and students

http://www.acrath.org.au/  This is a great website on human trafficking put together by young Australians and Sister Pauline Coll an amazing advocate against human trafficking

http://www.caritas.org.au/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Multimedia_resources_and_downloads  Huge number of social justice resources for use in schools

http://www.maristsolidarity.net.au/maps/  Our own Marist ministry working out of the Brisbane MMO.  Information on the projects that your schools help to fund through the MAPS Lenten Appeal and places where Marist students have been involved in immersion experiences.

http://www.cimer.org.au   Website on interfaith dialogue run by Sr Trish Madigan

http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/directories/listing;jsessionid=1EB94D971DB164CD439CD953671B6C12?id=1410  Information on the Parramatta branch of the YCS/YCW group who have presented on their refugee program at the MIF08 and the recent Marist Lumina Solidarity day.

http://www.jrs.org.au   This is the Jesuit Refugee Service site in Australia.  Interesting information on their Youth Award for 2009 entries for which close on 18 September.  It also has a page on how you can get involved with assisting refugees.

http://www.goodshepherd.com.au/justice/  Good Shepherd Sisters website link to their human anti-trafficking campaign.  Excellent information.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sh8ywi_A5Dw   Global Perspectives on Youth and Violence forum held in March 2009 at UCLA.  There are 15 videos from various speakers at the conference.  Some of them are long, but for follow-up to Lumina 09 there may be some interesting stimulus material if you edit.  The videos are quite long for classroom use.  The material has a very US focus, but given that our youth culture draws strongly on images from the US they may be worth using.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FG4oD2aQg6U&feature=related  This short social justice clip is a little dated with images of George Bush predominating, but it does give an idea for a media project that students could work on for themselves using a song as background.  This clip uses Jack Johnson’s ‘Good People’, still images of Mother Teresa, Ghandi, Martin Luther King, the Dalai Lama as the ‘Good People’.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GB1tLm_svW4&NR=1  This video is a short summary of the Pope’s latest encyclical, Caritas in Veritate, and would be a good conversation starter for people looking at the text with staff or students.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1TAMFK0rpU  Another video by a journalist from romereports.com  A more political look at the expected impact of Benedict XVI’s latest encyclical.

http://www.catholic.org.au/  Australian Catholic Bishops Conference website which has information about Migrant and Refugee Week at the end of August and which will carry the statement for Social Justice Sunday in September. There is also information about the different committees and commissions, film reviews of very current movies, daily prayer links and information about the Walking with Love program for young women who have had or may be considering having abortions.  The Justice and Peace arm of the organisation based at Alexandria in Sydney publishes a very comprehensive and interesting what’s on newsletter which you can access by contacting Chantelle Ogilvie at chantelle.ogilvie@sydney.catholic.org.au 

http://www.whiteribbonday.org.au/  info packed website on the Elimination of Violence Against Women.  Resources for schools, events, statistics and research, information on organizing local White Ribbon Days in November.
http://www.paulinebooks.com.au/product/detail.cgi?id=9781921472336  
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“We thank the Lord for he is good, and his loving kindness lasts forever.”


Ps (135) 1361








May your Ordinary Time be extraordinary!


