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MICAH 6


The LORD 's Case Against Israel
6 With what shall I come before the LORD 
and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with ten thousand rivers of oil? 
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. 
And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly 
to love tenderly 
and to walk humbly with your God.
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The call to Act Justly 
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EXCERPT 1: What do you see donkey?




EXCERPT 2: Ogres are like onions …




EXCERPT 3: I’ve built walls …



You know donkey sometimes things are more than they appear …
What does this mean?

What were some of the messages from these extracts?
Initial Reflection: from the information presented in this session what two things have made an impression on you and why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________How can you in our day to day activities at Mt Alvernia act justly?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

whole world! 

What do you need to do to act more justly in your life?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What were three facts about today’s world that made an impact on you?  WHY?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________
MAKE POVERTY HISTORY

In September 2000 the world’s leaders met and committed themselves to eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Error! Objects cannot be created from editing field codes. 
Error! Objects cannot be created from editing field codes.

Error! Objects cannot be created from editing field codes. 
Error! Objects cannot be created from editing field codes.

Error! Objects cannot be created from editing field codes.

 EMBED PowerPoint.Slide.8  Error! Objects cannot be created from editing field codes.

Error! Objects cannot be created from editing field codes.

 EMBED PowerPoint.Slide.8  Error! Objects cannot be created from editing field codes.
What simple ACHEIVABLE things can you do to play an active role in 

MAKING POVERTY HISTORY? 

A copy of the poem found next to the bed of Mother Teresa after her death.  It was in her handwriting but not composed by her.
People are often unreasonable, illogical and self centered. 
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. 
Be kind anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies. 
Succeed anyway. 
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you. 
Be honest and frank anyway. 
What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight. 
Build anyway. 
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous. 
Be happy anyway. 
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow. 
Be good anyway. 
Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough. 
Give the world the best you've got anyway. 
You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God. 
It was never between you and them anyway.
The call to Love Tenderly and Walk Humbly With God
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Donna Mulhearn
Initial Reflection

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
8
What did you hear in the talk that meant something to you and why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In light of Jesus’ teaching on nonviolence, can you think of new ways you can live non-violently?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who is your enemy? 
In what ways can you love them?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Where have you seen love in your life; family, friends, others? Why?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What peace and justice issues are you concerned about or passionate about in particular?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
When you picture yourself engaged in social justice or peacemaking in the future, what do you see?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What are your special gifts to share? What can you do to help?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is one practical thing you can do to make yourself an instrument of peace in the next month?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How in our day to day activities at Mt Alvernia can we walk humbly with God?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________

Promise yourself ….

to be strong, that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.

to talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.

to make all your friends feel that there is something special in them.

*
to look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.

*
to think only of the best, to work only for the best and to expect and accept only the best.

*
to be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.

*
to forget the mistakes of the past and to press onto the greater achievements of the future.

*
to wear cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile.

*
to give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticise others.

*
to be too large to worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

*
to think well of yourself and to proclaim this fact to the world – not in loud words but in great deeds.

*
to live in faith that the whole world is on your side as you are true to the best that is in you.

Some quotes for further reflection/discussion:

“You have heard it said ‘love your neighbour and hate your enemy’. But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your father in heaven.” Matthew 43-45 Jesus

“Violence is best defined as that act of forgetting or ignoring who we are: brothers and sisters of one another, each one of us a child of God.” Fr John Dear

“The ultimate weakness of violence is that it is a descending spiral begetting the very thing it seeks to destroy. Instead of diminishing evil, it multiplies it. You may murder the liar, but you cannot murder the lie, nor establish truth. You may murder the hater, but you do not murder hate, nor establish love. Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only love can do that.”

— Martin Luther King, Jr.

"The guns and the bombs, the rockets and the warships, are all symbols of human failure."

— Lyndon B Johnson

"What difference does it make to the dead, the orphans and the homeless, whether the mad

destruction is wrought under the name of totalitarianism or the holy name of liberty or democracy."

· Mahatma Gandhi

__________________________________

My Year 10 Friend

So often I want to talk to you, to write to you – to spend time with you but you are busy and I appear to be hard to find! To me that seems so crazy – for I’m there beside you, I’m there inside you, I’m there in your friend, your parent, your teacher – and my Father is there in the sunset that ends your day and the sunrise that begins it.

It may seem hard to believe – but I know the life of a person your age. At fifteen I was working as a carpenter – Nazareth’s best apprentice by far! I know what it is like to be scared, to be excited, to be in love, to be full of hope and promise – to be at school – in my case at the temple each day. There were days when I wanted more hours to live every moment even more and other days when the sunset could not come fast enough. I had my successes, my failures – at least I tried.

Some of my mates thought I was crazy! Some thought I was a dreamer. There were parts of the Old Testament that really spoke to me. I loved Micah – one of my forefathers. He made Religion sound so simple. Our Jewish priests wanted things to sound so complicated – but he said, “Just act justly, just love tenderly and just walk – humbly with your God!” If we could only do that My Father would be happy – I can see His smile now.

In the midst of all that you do – know that you do not walk alone. I walk with you, I live within you – I’m there when you need me – only a thought away – a small movement of your heart. I love you. I gave my life for you. I – with the small courage that I had – faced up to fear – they took me, crucified me for standing up for love, for the little people, for those our world said were worthless.

You will see me all around you and within you. When you see hunger; for love, for understanding, for acceptance, for food, for peace and forgiveness – I am there. When you feed those who are hungry – you feed me too. When you see the stranger; in your own home, in your friends and on the street, in the refugee or the Aboriginal – you see me. And when you welcome them – you welcome me too. When you see the sick and those in prison; those doing drugs, those trapped in fear, those who do not believe in themselves and more – you see me. When you visit them, sit beside them, listen to them – be present to them – you touch my life too!

Thank you for being you. My Father made you unique in all of the world. We want to be a deep and vital part of your life so that together we can change our world. We know your name and smile at your growing and cry at your pain.

We love you!

Jesus!

The Starfish Story
Original Story by: Loren Eisley
 

Once upon a time there was a woman who would walk the beach every day. One day on her walk, she spied a human figure moving like a dancer. She smiled to herself to think of someone who would dance to the day.

As she got closer, she saw the beach was covered in starfish the tide had thrown up. Unable to return to the ocean during low tide, the starfish were dying. Her ‘young dancer’ was in fact a young girl who was scooping the starfish up and gently throwing them back into the ocean.


After watching the girl’s effort for some time the woman finally approached her and asked, “What are you doing?”  The young girl replied, “Throwing starfish back into the ocean.  
The surf is up and the tide is going out.  If I don’t throw them back, they’ll die.”
“Young lady,” the woman said, “don’t you realize there are miles and miles of beach and there must be thousands of starfish on this beach. There are simply too many.  
You can’t possibly save enough to make a difference!”
After listening politely, the girl bent down, picked up another starfish, and threw it back into the surf past the breaking waves.  Then, smiling at the woman, she said… 

”It made a difference to that one.”
We ask you to make a difference to the lives 
of people in our community, 
in so doing you will make a difference to the whole world! 
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