Journey of Healing:

Exploring Aboriginal Reconciliation Online

Mark Elliott

On 26 May 1997 a report tabled in Federal Parliament shook Australia. The report, Bringing Them Home detailed painful evidence of the removal of thousands of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander children from their families. A key recommendation of the report was that an annual 'Sorry Day’ be held. A year later, over half a million people responded, signing Sorry Books and taking part in ceremonies on Sorry Day. National Sorry Day events are held annually on 26 May. The Journey of Healing is an important step on the road as all Australians ‘walk together.’
This article provides some lesson ideas and suggested websites for use as part of a Religion unit of work based on the theme, Journey of Healing. It is designed for primary and secondary students and can be used at any time in year. The aim of unit is to provide students with opportunities to express a meaningful response and make a personal commitment to acknowledge and understand the events, and the ongoing implications, surrounding the Stolen Generations of Australia’s Indigenous Peoples. 
Lesson Ideas
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Students create a class message stick by painting and decorating an empty Post Pack tube with indigenous symbols and icons. Students create messages, prayers and 

poetry that responds to the story of the stolen generations. This might be used as a whole school activity with students from different classes adding items to the message stick is it journeys around the school.
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Some ideas for items to include in the message stick are:

Read some Dreaming stories that involves or include families as part of its content. Students write or draw about families. Older students might place themselves in the shoes’ of someone being taken away, of someone watching the event, of the parents and so on. Be sure to debrief students. 

Students cut out the shape of their hand on some coloured paper or card and write a message they would share with their family, friends, classmates, removed Indigenous people and/or other Australians.

Create prayer postcards by accessing images using a goggle image and writing a prayer of empathy on the reverse. Websites that will assist in this task are:

http://www.google.com.au/
(Google search engine. Hit the images key and use the search command, stolen generation. A variety of beautiful images will be found)

http://english.unitecnology.ac.nz/resources/units/postcards/outline.html
(Contains a ready to print template of a postcard)

http://www.biblegateway.com/cgi-bin/bible
(Bible Gateway site. Students can locate scriptural passages using theme words for use as part of their prayer)
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Show students excerpts from the 

Australian film, Rabbit Proof Fence. Students create a storyboard or cartoon strip depicting a short sequence of events shown in the clip. Students present their cartoon strip or storyboard to others explaining why  

they chose that part and what they think the characters might have been thinking when the event took place.

Alternatively, students can select some of the script from the film and create a Big Book that illustrates the text. For example, the following extract was taken from the script:

The police came and took us, Gracie, Daisy and me, Molly. They put us in that place. They told us we had no mothers. I knew they were wrong. We ran away. Long way from there. We knew we find that fence, we go home.

The Rabbit Proof Fence website contains some useful resources and wonderful images. It can be located at:

http://www.rabbitprooffence.com.au/
The following website contains lesson activities and a study guide based on the stolen generation generally and Rabbit Proof Fence in particular. It is suitable for secondary students. 

http://www.hreoc.gov.au/info_for_teachers/rabbit_proof/teaching_notes.html
General Resources for Teachers

The National Sorry Day Committee website contains a range of resources helpful to Religious Educators who wish to plan a unit of work around this theme. It can be located at:

http://www.alphalink.com.au/~rez/Journey/
The Message Stick website contains some useful resources and information. Message Stick is a program that appears on ABC-TV. It addresses issues and concerns of indigenous Australians. The site is located at:

http://www.abc.net.au/message/news/stories/s861305.htm
The Australian Teachers Network website contains links to educationally appropriate sites about indigenous Australians. The site is located at:

http://www.gigglepotz.com/oz.htm
The Monash Education website contains a range of links to educational resources that include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education sites. It can be located at:

http://www.education.monash.edu.au/centres/lmr/educweb.htm
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.uq.edu.au/ATSIS/cool-sites/logos/message-stick-logo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.rabbitprooffence.com.au/rpf_title2.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








