In the early days, the Sisters wore a monogram of blue braid on the front of their brown habits. The shape of the monogram was the A of 'Ave' and the M of 'Maria'.

Inside the blue monogram, the Sisters embroidered three Js to remind them of the importance of Jesus, Joseph and John the Baptist in their lives.

When the Sisters of St Joseph began to wear more modern dress rather than the brown habit, the design chosen for their emblem featured the traditional monogram and a cross.

The Josephite Emblem symbolises the devotions that were most dear to Mary MacKillop and Julian Tenison Woods:
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The Cross, Mary called herself 'Mary of the Cross' and was called on to bear the cross many times throughout her life.

Ave Maria, 'Hail Mary' is a popular prayer to Mary the Mother of God. 

Jesus was the one to whom Mary gave her life.

Joseph was Mary's special patron to whom she prayed often and most fervently. 

John the Baptist was the one who prepared the way for Jesus as Mary MacKillop wanted her Sisters to do.

LITANY OF MARY MACKILLOP

Mary MacKillop loved God very much and always listened to what God was saying

to her in the things that happened in her life.

Mary always asked God for help for herself and her family and friends. From her

home in heaven she can join with us, her friends on earth, in praying for anything we

need, and so we say:

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for our country Australia, that all people will be treated fairly

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who can’t find work, especially those who have been looking for

a long time.

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who are too poor to pay their bills

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who are sad and lonely

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who are sick or dying and for their families who are sad

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who are old and tires, especially those who don’t have a good

place to live

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people sho have to leave their own countries because of war and trouble

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for people who live in families that are unhappy.

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We pray for the Sisters of St Joseph in their lives and work today.

Mary MacKillop pray for us

We ask God who cares for us in every way to listen to our prayers through the help of

Mary AmcKillop, who is a Saint of Australia. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen

Prepared by Christine McGinty RSJ RIP
Mary MacKillop 
      Prayers for Children
          by Sr Lyn Sparling
 Loving God, We thank you for the gift of Mary MacKillop to our land Australia.  May the Church in the whole world soon know of her holiness.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

 

Dear God, Mary MacKillop is an example for us as we learn to know God’s voice in those around us.  Through her, may we trust God more.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

 

Dear God, We pray that Mary MacKillop will soon be recognized as a Saint, especially in our land Australia.  May we follow in her footsteps as we learn to follow Jesus.  We ask this in Your Name.  Amen.

 

Loving God, Mary MacKillop spread the message of your love to all those she met.  May we try to follow her example.  We make our prayer through Jesus the Lord.  Amen.

 

We give you praise O God for giving Mary MacKillop to our nation Australia.  May we learn to know you like she did and follow you with courage.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 

God our Father, Mary MacKillop showed great courage when things were difficult.  Make us strong in this courage too.  We make our prayer in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

 

Loving God, Mary MacKillop loved our land Australia.  Help us to always appreciate the good things we have in our country.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

 

Dear God, You chose Mary MacKillop to do your work.  Help us to know that can each make a difference wherever we are.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

 

Dear God, when Mary MacKillop was young, she saw that children in the bush had no-one to educate them.  She became a Sister and took other Sisters to teach the children.  May we appreciate the opportunities we have to learn many new things each day.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

 

Loving God, Mary MacKillop met and answered many difficult needs in her time.  May we be ready to help those who experience difficulties in their lives. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


Quotes from Mary’s Writings

Do not, for the sake of defending one or two, 
shrink from speaking the truth”








Mary MacKillop 21.11.1871

“In our unity under God lies our strength”

Mary MacKillop 10.18.1874

“We can do nothing without God”
Mary MacKillop 11.11.1880

“Try always to be generous with God”

Mary MacKillop 14.1.1882

“Gratitude is the memory of the heart”








Mary MacKillop1907

“Love one another, 
bear with one another
and let charity guide you in all your life”

Mary MacKillop 12.1.1909

We must teach more by example than by word. 
Mary Mackillop (1867) 
Find happiness in making others happy. 
Mary Mackillop (1889) 
Have courage, trust in God and you need have no fear. 
Mary Mackillop (1905) 
There where you are, you will find God. 
Mary Mackillop (1871) 
God gives me strength for what is necessary.  
Mary Mackillop (1907) 
God will protect and work with us.  
Mary Mackillop (1885) 
Trust in God . 
Mary Mackillop (1874) 
God wants us to take fresh courage. 
Mary Mackillop (1877) 
Do all you can with the means at your disposal and calmly leave the rest to God. 
Mary Mackillop (1891)
