Intercessions
Intercessions are prayers of petition – that is, we are asking God for something.  Intercessions may take the form of a litany. Intercessions need to be short and simple, placing our needs before an all loving God. They are offered by the whole assembly and are meant to intercede for the needs of the church and the world.
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A time of Silence follows the statement of the prayer intention so that the “faithful” can pray. The use of a pause is very important in the intercessions. The reader announces the intention and then pauses (count to 5 in your head). General Intercessions are to bear relation to what is currently happening in the community and the world. Intercessions can be prayed in the context of classroom or school prayer assemblies.

If they are written to be used in the context of liturgy, the General Instruction of the Roman Missal states that the petitions should be offered for the Church civil authorities and the salvation of the world those oppressed by any needs the local community.

A good classroom strategy would be to gather to discuss or plan the intercessions before you actually pray, remembering the choice of formats and what may be current and local needs. Stimulus could come from current affairs as in images from newspapers. A class list titled “We Pray for….”   can be added to as situations and needs arise. 

How to write prayers of Intercession:


Example of Prayers of Intercession:


PLANNING CHECKLIST for Writing Intercessions for a Liturgy (taken from LabOra – Liturgical Commission)

	For the news of the church 

(For the leaders or other needs of the Church throughout the world, in Australia, or in the local diocese)

	Lord hear us. Lord hear our prayer.

	For public authorities and the salvation of the world

(Newspaper headlines might suggest particular intercessions to be made for peace, justice, etc)

	Lord hear us. Lord hear our prayer.

	For those burdened by any kind of difficulty

(This petition could be general or related to a particular celebration – marriage, funeral, children, etc)

	Lord hear us. Lord hear our prayer.

	For the local community

(This petition might include the sick or recently deceased of the parish, or intercede for those celebrating a sacrament)

	Lord hear us. Lord hear our prayer.

	For the local community

(This petition might include the sick or recently deceased of the parish, or intercede for those celebrating a sacrament)

	Lord hear us. Lord hear our prayer.

	For the local community

(This petition might include the sick or recently deceased of the parish, or intercede for those celebrating a sacrament)

	Lord hear us. Lord hear our prayer.





Invitation to prayer: a brief invitation to pray e.g. with trust in God’s mercy, let us pray.


Intentions


Silence for prayer


Lord hear us


Response – Lord hear our prayer


Concluding prayer: e.g. We make these prayers through Christ our Lord Amen.








Invitation to prayer: Trusting that our God is near, let us pray for the needs of the world.





Prayers of intercession:





For all members of the church throughout the world …..PAUSE    Lord hear us


Response: Lord hear our prayer 





For all people in our school and families ….. PAUSE…Lord hear us


Response: Lord hear our prayer 





For the care and protection of God’s world…..PAUSE ….Lord hear us 


Response: Lord hear our prayer 





For peace in our world…..PAUSE….. Lord hear us


Response: Lord hear our prayer 





For the prayers in our hearts today…..PAUSE…..Lord hear us


Response: Lord hear our prayer 





Concluding Prayer: We make this prayer through Christ our Lord Amen








