Opening Hymn 
Summoned by Love    

Text:  Monica O’Brien     Music:  Trisha Watts
Be still and know I am God.  Listen to me and see.  You’re not alone in your journey.  Trust in yourself and trust in me.

Refrain:
Summoned by you, summoned by love we come.



We are gathering to celebrate your word, O Lord.



Summoned by you, summoned by love we come.



Our lives we give in offering to you.

Be not afraid of the night.  Darkness shall not prevail.  My light will guide and make clear your way.  Tender and strong your heart will stay.

Refrain

Go now in faith and in peace.  Your life will be my sign.  Know deep within I am with you now, now and until the end of time.

Refrain
Copyright 1995 Willow Connection Pty Ltd, Sydney, Australia.  All rights reserved.

Used with permission.  

Introductory Rites:

Welcome:




Dear Friends, we come together today to say farewell to XXXXXX a loving father, son, brother and dear friend.  Let us honour, remember and celebrate his life today.  Let us extend our compassion and love to XXX’s family and friends who are hurting deeply at this time.
XXX’s face is before us at this very moment as we remember him and treasure the gifts he has given us.  We may have missed saying good-bye, yet, XXX is with us at the sparkle of dawn and the setting of the sun.  In the unexpected moments we will remember XXXX; his memories are so precious, so warming, touching our hearts as we shed our tears.  
Today, we offer our prayers and trust that God, will care for XXXX as we did in this life.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
All:  Amen

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Holy Spirit be with you all.  All:  And also with you  (Please be seated)
Song:

You Raise Me Up ~ Artist:  Aled Jones
(As the song is played Fr ......; Members of XXXX’s family will place Symbols)
Sprinkling with Water:
  Fr 
Placing of Pall:

  
Placing of Flowers:
  
Placing of Symbols:
  
Words of Remembrance:
  
Opening Prayer:

  Fr 

As we come together today to remember and give thanks for the life of XXXX let us also consider our own life and its meaning, as he has given meaning to our lives.  Let us unite our hearts together in prayer.

Eternal God, before whose face the generations rise and pass away; and in whom we live and move and have our being, by Your Holy Spirit, reassure us, so that in this brief life our eyes may see the light of Your eternal truth, beyond the shades of earth, and find abundant grace in this our time of need.  Hear Us, O God of our Salvation, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  All:  Amen

First Reading            
 


A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes                   
(Ecclesiastes  3:1-3)            
To everything there is a season,

And a time to every purpose:

A time to be born, and a time to die

A time to weep, and a time to laugh

A time to mourn, and a time to dance

I know that what God does is done consistently.

To this nothing can be added, from this nothing taken away.

What is, already was;  what is to be, has been already.

This is the Word of the Lord.

All:   Thanks be to God.

Response
The Lord is My Shepherd    

Artist ~ Brian Boniwell

The Lord is my shepherd and I want to follow
Wherever he leads me, wherever he goes.
Over the mountains, the waters and by-ways,
Valleys and highways, he’s waiting for me.
I want to go to meet him there,

to lay myself down in his love.
The Lord is my Shepherd 

And I want to follow 

Wherever he leads me,

Wherever he goes.

And while on the journey to where we are going,

He promised to be there to help us along.

And over the mountains we’ll walk on together, 

To know all the wonders he’s given to me.

Refrain
Copyright 1978, Brian Boniwell, Corinda Australia.  

Used with permission.
Second Reading   




A reading from the book of Wisdom.     


       (Wisdom 3:1-6)   
The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God, no torment shall ever touch them.  If they experienced punishment as men see it, their hope was rich with immortality; slight was their affliction, great will their blessings be.  God has put them to the test and proved them worthy to be with him; he tested them like gold in a furnace.  They who trust in God will understand the truth, those who are faithful will live with God in love; for grace and mercy await those he has chosen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.  
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Receive the Power from the Holy Spirit.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Receive the Power to be a Light unto the World.

Composed by Guy Sebastin and Gary Pinto

Copyright  WYD 2008
Gospel

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John                      (John 14:1-6)

~ There are many rooms in my Father’s House ~
Jesus said to his disciples:

“Do not let your hearts be troubled

Trust in God still, and trust in me.

There are many rooms in my Father’s house;

If there were not, I would have told you.

I am going now to prepare a place for you,

And after I have gone and prepared you a place,

I shall return to take you with me;

So that where I am 
you may be too.

You know the way to the place where I am going.”

Thomas said, “Lord, we do not know where you are going, 
so how can we know the way?”  

Jesus said:  “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  
No one can come to the Father except through me.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Homily


Fr 
Prayers of Intercession
We pray for XXXX  
We thank God for the gift he was to us and the many lives he touched. 
 Lord hear us

All:  Lord hear our prayer
We pray for XXXX’s family, in particular.......  May they all be comforted in their sadness and grief. 
 Lord hear us.
All:  Lord hear our prayer
We pray for XXXX’s children:  May they know that XXXX’s spirit walks with them every day of their lives.  
Lord hear us.
All:  Lord hear our prayer
We pray for the many friends and members of XXXX’s support networks, Lord hear us.

All:  Lord hear our prayer
We pray for those who have gone before us, especially those who will die alone today. Lord hear us.

All:  Lord hear our prayer
Reflection
Poem 
God's Garden
God looked around his garden

And He found an empty place.

And then He looked down upon the earth,

And saw your tired face.

He put His arms around you,

And lifted you to rest.

God's garden must be beautiful,

He always takes the best.

He knew that you were suffering,

He knew you were in pain,

He knew that you would never

Get well on earth again.

He saw the road was getting rough,

And the hills were hard to climb,

So He closed your weary eyelids,

And whispered, "Peace be thine."

It broke our hearts to lose you.

But you didn't go alone,

For part of us went with you,

The day God called you home.

~author unknown~
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Final Commendation and Farewell

Fr 
Song of Farewell
(Incense and Sprinkling of Water)

The Hand of God Shall Hold You

Artist ~ Marty Haugen

The Hand of God shall hold you, 

The peace of God enfold you,

The love that dreamed and formed you,

Still surround you here today,

The light of God beside you,

Above, Beneath, Inside you,

The light that shines to guide you 

home to the loving hand of God.

Final Prayers




Fr 
Trusting in God, we have prayed together for XXXX and now we come to the last farewell.  There is sadness in parting, but we take comfort in the hope that one day we shall see XXXX again and enjoy his friendship.

Although today we will disperse in sorrow, the mercy of God will gather us together again in the joy of His Kingdom.  Therefore, let us console one another in the faith of Jesus Christ.
Fr Peter
Saints of God, come to XXXX’s aid.


Come to meet XXXX angels of the Lord.

All

Receive his soul and present him to God the most high.

Fr Peter
May Christ, who called you, raise you to Himself;  



May the angels lead you to Abraham’s side.

All

Receive his soul and present him to God the most high.

Fr Peter
Give XXXX eternal rest, O Lord and may Your light Shine upon 



him forever.

All

Receive his soul and present him to God the most high.

Fr Peter
Eternal rest grant upon him O, Lord

All

May the perpetual light shine upon him



May the souls of the faithfully departed



Through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace. Amen.
Fr Peter
Loving God, into your hands we commend our brother, XXXX.  We give thanks for the blessings which you 


                    have given XXXX in his life;  and know he is at peace.


Lord hear our prayers.  Welcome XXXX into your arms and help us to comfort one another until we all meet again to be with You and with XXXX forever.  We ask this in the name of your son, Jesus Christ our Lord     All
Amen 
Final Prayer


Dismissal

Fr 
Recessional Hymn


On Eagle’s Wings

Artist ~ Michael Joncas
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in his shadow for life,

Say to the Lord: “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!”

Refrain:
And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
bear you on the breath of dawn, 
make you to shine like the sun, 
and hold you in the palm of his hand.
The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear:  under his wings your refuge, his faithfulness your shield.  
Refrain

You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day; though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come.

Refrain

For to his angels he’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways; up on their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
Refrain
Text adapted from Ps 91.  Text and Music ~ Copyright 1979

New Dawn Music, P.O. Box 13248.  Portland, OR 97213-0248

All rights reserved.  Used with permission.
