WEEK OF CHRISTIAN UNITY
Tuesday 6th May 2008
Pray without ceasing

(1 Thessalonians 5 : 17)

OPENING SONG/AND PROCESSION

Central space with Bible and table.  Dressed in red.  Students seated.  Leaders enter in procession during the singing of the hymn (Were not our hearts on fire). Two students – one from each school process in, each with a lit candle.  It is also suggested that a large bowl of water might be carried in as a symbol of the baptism we share in Christ Jesus.  The colour red, for Pentecost, may also be imaginatively used in decorations.  Perhaps, students can contribute to red symbols as one activity during the day.

Place – To be decided…

Opening Song:  “Hearts on Fire”
Entrance Procession of Cross, Bible, Candles and Pastors.

INTRODUCTORY RITE
Greeting and Opening Prayer:

Pastor:
We remember today the journey which we and our churches have made towards the unity for which Jesus prayed.  We give thanks for the steps taken to share in prayer together.  We give thanks that we have come together as Jubilee and Emmaus to walk with Christ in Faith and for learning and in unity.  
Pastor:
We begin our prayer by invoking the unity of our God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Let us welcome God into our hearts, as God welcomes us into his own through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
All:
Amen
LITURGY OF THE WORD

Procession of the Word
   Thy Word (sung)
Book is carried in and placed on the lectern.  

Gospel 
Pastor:
A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians, Chapter 5, beginning at verse 12.
My friends, we ask you to be thoughtful of your leaders who work hard and tell you how to live for the Lord.  Show them great respect and love because of their work. Try to get along with each other.  My friends, we beg you to warn anyone who isn't living right. Encourage anyone who feels left out, help all who are weak, and be patient with everyone.  Don't be hateful to people, just because they are hateful to you. Rather, be good to each other and to everyone else. 

Always be joyful and never stop praying.  Whatever happens, keep thanking God because of Jesus Christ. This is what God wants you to do. 

The Word of the Lord.

All: 
Thanks be to God.
Homily
Litany

Perhaps one of the activities during the day can be to discuss this litany and come up with actions or symbols for the litany…  

Leader:
Let us pray to the Father to send us the gifts of his Holy Spirit.  Let us pray that our hearts may open to receive these gifts.  Let us pray that the Holy Spirit may gift each of us and unite us all in Christ.

Leader:
Come, Holy Spirit! Fill our hearts with grace!

All: 
Come Holy Spirit!

R1:
Free us from doubt and mistrust!

All: 
Come Holy Spirit!

R2:
Give us faith to go forward!

All: 
Come Holy Spirit!

R3:
Transform our hearts of stone!

All: 
Come Holy Spirit!

R4:
Bring God’s justice to our world!

All: 
Come Holy Spirit!

R5:
Help us to understand that we are sisters and brothers!

All: 
Come Holy Spirit!

R6:
Break down the walls between us!

All: 
Come Holy Spirit!

R7:
Give us your gifts that we may share them!

All: 
Come Holy Spirit!

Prayers of Intercession

Again, perhaps students can write prayers of intercession… Leader begins, perhaps the first one for church leaders and then after that each reader begins with “We pray without ceasing for … 

L 
Let us pray to the Father, through the Son and in the Holy Spirit, for the needs of our churches, our world and ourselves.  We pray without ceasing for the unity of all Christians. Lord hear us.

A 
Lord hear our prayer!

L 
We pray without ceasing for the leaders of our churches, that they may continue in the task of seeking Christian unity. Lord hear us.

A 
Lord hear our prayer!

L
We pray without ceasing for all the baptised, that they may pray all may be one…so that the world may believe. Lord hear us.

A 
Lord hear our prayer!

L 
We pray without ceasing for the ecumenical dialogues between our churches, so that whatever divides us might be overcome through wisdom, love and truth. Lord hear us.

A 
Lord hear our prayer!

L 
We pray without ceasing for ourselves, that the God may hear our constant prayers, through Christ our Lord. 

A 
Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

An ecumenical version of the Lord’s Prayer… 

Let us join together with all Christians around the world and pray together in the words that Jesus taught us…
Our Father in heaven

Hallowed be your name

Your kingdom come

Your will be done on earth as in heaven

Give us today our daily bread

Forgive us our sins

As we forgive those who sin against us

Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory 

Are yours now and forever.

Amen.

CONCLUDING RITE

L 
Let us leave this place glad to have worshipped together as Jubliee and Emmaus.  Glad that we have been called to pray without ceasing while we wait for that great day when we shall all be perfectly united in Christ.

L 
May the Lord bless us and keep us. May the Lord make his face to shine upon us and keep us safe. May the Lord be gracious to us and give us his peace.

A 
Amen

L 
May the Lord bless us in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A 
Amen.
L 
Let us go in peace, praying constantly and rejoicing in hope.
A 
Let us give thanks to God

Closing song:  
“Were not our hearts on fire”

