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Class Prayer Ritual of Thanks for the Term 

Objective: To name and to give thanks to God for all the happenings of the term. 
WE GATHER

Bring students to a quietness and stillness by using: instrumental music, appropriate song, bells or a rain stick.
In pairs share with each other some of the things you have really enjoyed doing during [name the term].  Share a few with the group.

Invite a participant to place a cloth in the centre and another to place and light the class candle.
WE LISTEN and WE RESPOND
Voice 1: During [name the term] we made new friends.

ALL: Thank you, God of Friendship.

Voice 2: During [name the term] we discussed interesting things about our wonderful world.

ALL: Thank you, God of Wonder.

Voice 3: During [name the term] we surprised ourselves in lots of ways.

ALL: Thank you, God of Surprises.

Leader: Jesus came that we all have life in its abundance.

[Invitation for spontaneous prayers following this sentence stem]

Voice: During [name the term] I really enjoyed…

ALL: Thank you God

WE GO
Leader: [Invite participants to stand, and repeat the following]

God of all things new,

ALL: God of all things new,

We say THANKS for the many activities during [name the term]

ALL: We say THANKS for the many activities during [name the term]

[students join hands or similar act of team spirit eg raise school diaries and offer them to the prayer space]

We say YES for all that is to come in Term [name the next term]

ALL: We say YES for all that is to come in Term [name the next term]

Amen.

[Candles are extinguished and all watch, as the smoke rises up and out like our prayers]

[Acknowledgement:  Sparks of Life – Rituals for Children by Margaret Abbott and Jennifer Callanan]
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