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Class Prayer Ritual for Beginning of the Term
Objective:  Giving thanks to God for the new beginnings and to provide an opportunity for students to reflect upon and name their goals.
WE GATHER

Bring students to a quietness and stillness by using: instrumental music, appropriate song, bells or a rain stick.
Song : “Join the Circle” from Great Gifts CD
The green cloth is laid down, candle placed on the cloth and lit, the 4 unlit smaller candles and the Bible are placed on the cloth.
[30 seconds in silence]

Leader: I invite [name] to come forward and light the [school/class] candle for the Term.
Leader:
We light this candle as a sign of new beginnings for each of us here. Watch the flame flicker and grow.  The candle reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world.

[30 seconds in silence]
WE LISTEN

Leader: Let us listen to the word of God (Luke 8: 16-17).
[5 seconds silence]

WE RESPOND

Leader: Reflection on how we can be a light for others this term.

How will we use our gifts? 

How will we show others we care? 

How will we follow our school and class rules to live our motto?
We Pray
Leader: Our God of Light invites us and calls us to let our light shine.

Voice 1: God of Light, help us to make good choices and work together

Response: Be with us in all we do
[smaller candle is lit from the main candle]

Voice 2: God of Light, help us to use our gifts and show others our goodness.

Response: Be with us in all we do
[smaller candle is lit from the main candle]

Voice 3: God of Light, help us to show respect for others.

Response: Be with us in all we do
[smaller candle is lit from the main candle]

We make these prayers through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leader:

Now close your eyes and think about  1 or 2 things you would like to do this term.

[pause]

Keep your eyes closed and in your mind imagine what you have to do to make this happen.

[pause]

Now this time see yourself doing just what you need to do to achieve your goal and know that you can do it.

[pause]

Open your eyes

Write one goal on a strip of coloured paper.

[Invite students to make a Prayer Chain of goals.  Each student comes forward and attaches his/her link to the chain.]

WE GO
Echo Prayer

God of Light,

ALL: God of Light

Jesus calls us to let our lights shine.

ALL: Jesus calls us to let our lights shine.

We have lots of gifts and talents,

ALL: We have lots of gifts and talents,

Many we do not even know about yet.

ALL: Many we do not even know about yet.

May we remember to let our lights shine during this term in our words and action.

ALL: May we remember to let our lights shine during this term in our words and action.

May we encourage others to do the same.

ALL: May we encourage others to do the same.

We make our prayer through Jesus our brother and friend.

ALL: We make our prayer through Jesus our brother and friend.

Amen.

[Candles are extinguished and all watch, as the smoke rises up and out like our prayers]
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