What is a Sustainable School?
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‘Inspired by Holy Spirit, we challenge those we educate to live in communion with God, others and the whole of creation in prayerful, sacramental, just, peaceful, inclusive and reconciling communities’

In responding to this challenge, Holy Rosary at Windsor has infused cultural literacy into a whole school approach by actively embedding indigenous perspectives into all areas of school life. Because we acknowledge the critical place of Indigenous history in Australia’s cultural heritage, we actively engage with the Indigenous community in a range of ways. 

As a school community we have a common belief in the value of Indigenous spirituality and culture and the lessons that we can learn about being stewards and caretakers of the earth. This is further enriched by our high percentage of Indigenous students and collaborative partnerships with Indigenous staff members. 

We believe ownership of the learning should be shared. Learning needs to be: student centred and student directed; driven by real life contexts; focused on the development of life long learning skills and reflective of the values we need in order to create a more just, peaceful and sustainable world. 

In responding to the needs of the community and the nature of the learners at Holy Rosary School, the curriculum focus during 2006 took the form of a whole school response to the question “What is a sustainable school?”. In spite of the fact that resources and school personnel were limited, we were driven by our shared vision and sense of purpose in undertaking this unit as a year long project.

Rationale

Our school has an ongoing approach to curriculum development, building upon learning from previous years and weaving in current contexts to enrich student learning. The orientating phase of every unit is to re-engage students with prior learning experiences in order to connect them to future learning.  In this unit, students reconnected with indigenous stories and hands-on experiences as caretakers of the school bush tucker garden which formed a foundation upon which to pin further learning experiences related to indigenous spirituality and relationships with the land.   

What did we do in this unit?
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Our broad general aim for this unit was for students to be able to understand how everything in the world is interconnected so that they could take action to care for our world for present and future generations.  

Connected Curriculum 

In practical terms students engaged in a range of learning activities across multiple Key Learning Areas:  

· Religious Education – Morality – exploring the implications of Church teachings and indigenous wisdom and its effect upon personal behaviour within an environmental context.
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Students screenprinted and sewed green bags to be sold at Expo day and donated money to solar power project in Timor.

· SOSE – Place and Space – exploring processes and environments and articulating codes of environmental conduct based on stewardship and the significance of place.

Students developed their own Earth Charter principles to guide their behaviour towards a more sustainable world. 
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· Health and Physical Education – Promoting the health of themselves, others and places 

Students engaged in lunch box audits, fruit and vegetable breaks and ate Indigenous foods..

· aths – Chance and Data – analysing real life data pertaining to water usages, energy consumption and recycling practices
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Water auditing and analysis of data informed the placement and installation of water tanks.

· English – Critical and Operational – deconstructing persuasive texts and constructing oral presentations to persuade audiences to adopt sustainable practices

· Arts- Visual Arts- Worked collaboratively to gather information and produce materials for distribution and display at the Sustainable School  Expo.

Students made and displayed images and

objects, understanding the functions of a

formal display.

[image: image11.jpg]WHETS 1
SUSTRINRBLE

" S/gooL? :



[image: image12.jpg]



· Science – Science and Society and Energy and Change – evaluating the application of science in their local community and investigating alternative practices to reduce their detrimental impact on the environment

Investigating and comparing energy sources

Students undertook investigations in composting, worm farming and recycling.
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· Arts – Media and Visual Arts

Making and display images and objects  and examining and comparing representations across media forms for specific purposes and audiences.
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Students planned mural for courtyard and created a rainforest area

Significant Demonstrations of Learning

While students engaged in a range of learning activities, the culminating activity for this unit was a sustainability expo showcasing student learning to the broader school community.

Reflecting upon the future

In light of the learning that occurred during this unit, the school has adopted an ongoing focus for sustainability.  Critical evaluation of the project outcomes has highlighted the need for further reflection and investigation of indigenous perspectives and values in order to emulate them and work towards more sustainable practices.  On all levels, this unit of work has truly “empowered learners to shape and enrich their changing world.”
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Debate ‘That nuclear power will power the future’
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Investigating and comparing energy sources
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Showing expo site powerpoints to community
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Explaining how a worm farm works on expo day.
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Collages in the style of  local artists who are inspired by God’s creation
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Investigations into alternative energy.
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Article 12



We respect people for who they are and don’t judge people by their colour, race or gender. 





















		Marmush and Jacob










